
Bayshore Park 
Renovations
Burt Township - Public Hearing

February 10, 2023



The Gem of Grand Marais

View of Grand Marais Harbor from Bayshore Park beach, Fall 2022
Photo by E. Cormier



Bayshore Park – existing site

View of Bayshore Park from Grand Marais Avenue, Fall 2021



Why are we doing this?
• Maintenance 

improvements: 
• Public bath house
• Hillside stairs
• Parking lot 

• ADA accessibility 
problems

• Parking pressure on 
bay hill

• Views, dust, safety, 
congestion

Photo by E. Cormier

Photo by Burt Township

Photo by Burt Township



Why are we doing this?

Public feedback in 2022-2023 
Master Plan & Survey 

• Preserve view of the Bay 
and access to the Bay 

Public priority in the 2021-2025 
Recreation Plan

• Planning Commission is 
tasked with implementing 
Bayshore Park updates as 
part of its 5-year project list



Public Priority – Recreation Plan



Public Priority – Recreation Plan



Public Input – Master Plan



Public Input – Master Plan



Public Input – Master Plan



Public Meeting - Village Recreation Trail



Public Meeting - Village Recreation Trail

BLUFF WALK “PROMENADE” 
(REC TRAIL PHASE 2)



How are the renovations going to be better?

• Views of the bay
• Parking pressure
• Safety concerns
• ADA accessibility
• Public bathrooms
• Maintenance
• Better facilities 

for recreation and 
events 



Informal Design Input

• Today’s presentation = public input on 
the FIRST DESIGN DRAWING

• Informal discussions with residents
• Public input – discussions during Board 

and Planning Commission public meetings
• Maintenance and design considerations 

with Department of Public Works (DPW)



Bayshore Park Renovation
• View of bay
• Buried power 

lines
• Beach parking
• Street parking
• New public 

restroom and 
bath house 
building

• Hillside stairs and 
accessible ramp

• Picnic tables and 
benches

• Bluff walk 
(promenade)

• Accessible beach 
path
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BANDSTAND
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Improved Parking, Protect the View
PARKING Existing

Greenspace
paved parking

19

Bay hill (Grand 
Marais Avenue, 
informal parking)

~80
(some on private 
property)

Bayshore Park 
parking lot

~9

TOTAL ~108 spaces
(no ADA 
designated 
parking)



Improved Parking, Protect the View
PARKING Existing Proposed

Greenspace
paved parking

19 19 +2 ADA
Total 21

Bay hill (Grand 
Marais Avenue, 
informal parking)

~80
(some on 
private 
property)

19 +1 ADA
12 parallel
Total 32

Bayshore Park 
parking lot

9 38 +3 ADA
Total 41

TOTAL ~108 spaces
(no ADA 
designated 
parking)

88 +6 ADA
Total 
94 spaces



Bayshore Park Renovation



Bayshore Park Renovation



Accessible beach path “Mobi Mat”



Bayshore Park Renovation



Overlooks & Accessible Ramps

OPTION: BLUFF WALK – RETAINING WALLS AND SIDEWALKS

OPTION: BLUFF WALK – BOARDWALKS 



Overlooks & Accessible Ramps



Overlooks & Accessible Ramps



Bayshore Park Renovation



Bayshore Park Renovation



Play on the Bluff



Can we still do what we’ve always done?

• Events: Fourth of July fireworks, Car Show, Farmers Market, Christmas 
Tree lighting, Splash-In, Kayak clinic, …

• Sledding Hill
• View of Bay: improved with buried power lines
• Beach access and swimming (now ADA-accessible)
• Bandstand
• Picnicking
• Village Recreation Trail (Phase 2) “Grand Marais Promenade”
• Open road: Grand Marais Avenue and H-58 stay the same



What happens next?
• Today = First look at the design

• Public input used to revised the concept design
• Next public meeting in March (revised concept design)
• Apply for Grant Funding (April 1)

• When is the renovation happening?
• Renovations will be built in phases
• 2023: Picnic tables, boundary survey, drain field evaluation, stakeholder discussions, grant award notification
• 2024: Prepare construction design (with public input); build Phase 1 (stairs, parking lot, and bathroom building)

• How are we going to pay for it?
• Grant: Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
• Grants, additional funding sources under evaluation
• Potential Partners: Alger-Delta Electric, Alger County Road Commission, North Country Trail, others

• Who is going to keep it nice?
• Phase 1 is similar to what we have now.  We can maintain the new bath house, parking lot, and staircase.
• Future phases will be different than what we have now. 
• Figure it out with Alger County Road Commission, Department of Public Works, and community stakeholders 



Bayshore Park Renovation – PHASE 1
• New public 

restroom and 
bath house 
building

• Hillside stairs 
• Beach parking
• Picnic tables 

and benches

ACCESSIBLE 
BEACH PATH

ACCESSIBLE 
BEACH PATH

BEACH PARKING

NEW BATH 
HOUSE

BLUFF 
PICNICKING



The Gem of Grand Marais

View of Grand Marais Harbor from Bayshore Park beach, Fall 2022
Photo by E. Cormier
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