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'E A WELCOMING
= JNMENT VWHERE CURRENT AND
There has been a noticeable increase in tourism within Burt
Township. A concern that too much visitation could diminish the FUTUY YENERATIC AN EXPLORE
character of the community and quality of life for its residents has :

been expressed by many. There is also an eagerness to embrace \
the potcleontial for eionor)r:ic development, intgegrate communit SPECTACL ” SCEN ERY’ EXPERIENCE
YMPASSIGNATE CULTURE, AND LIVE

ExecuTive SUMMARY

services, and encourage the settlement of young families a
working aged adults. A primary goal of this plan is to pro

sustainable, community guided tourism development t y
beneficial to all who work, visit and reside within the To ip. COMFrORTABLY.

The 2023 Burt Township Master Plan serves a
guide for the future of Burt Township. With o
participation, this plan captures the balance
and needs for the com
the community’s visi
framework for sound de
development. The Burt Tow
requirements established in t
of 2008 as a plan that a
and safety of the co



MASTER PLAN PURPOSE + USE @2
N

In Michigan the Public Act 33 of 2008, commonly referred to as the Michigan ®)
Planning Enabling Act, authorizes units of government to plan, create

Planning Commissions, and regulate and subdivide land. The Act permits and
mandates the Planning Commission to create and adopt a Masterflan.

PLAN PurpPosE THE Covip-19 PANDEMIC

The Master Plan paints a picture of the Covid-19 and its many variants wreaked A report prepared
community defining future aspirations.It  havoc on everything we knew to be normal, by the MEDC by
provides a blueprint for land use regulation from riding the bus to school in the morning Tourism Economics in 2014 found direct

spending by leisure travelers equated to
$16.6 billion-nearly 73% of all visitor spending
in Michigan. This report demonstrates that

and zoning. For units of government that  to picking up a cup of coffee. Despite these
have and enforce zoning, that zoning may  irksome new Coyid wary habits,there is at least

be based on the Master Plan. one silver Iinir?g. The outdo9rs have l?ecome B B conomies are stimulated by access

, safe haven, friend and family gathering space, 5 recreation opportunities in addition to
The purpose of the Master Plan is to and vacation destination{The Upper Peninsula™jmproving a community’s health and vitality.
create a 20 year vision for the community, of Michigan tourism industry has exploded,
guiding future development towards more bgosting local economies. Burt Township is a spectacular Upper
economic and efficient usejpromoting Peninsula recreation destination. Perhaps this
public health, safety, and general welfare, . ) o . post Covid era evolution will convince new
and providing for adequate transportation The Covid-19 stimulated spike in socially faces to settle in this spectacularly wild place

distanced outdoor tourism and surge in work and join the others in calling Burt home.
from home options, paired with the expansion

of our U.P. broadband grid has added to a rise in

home and property sales.

systems, infrastructure, public utilities, and
recreation opportunities. Below are the five
focus areas integrated into the plan

and highlighted by the colored bars
featured in each chapter:

“As long as | live, I'll hear waterfalls
and birds and winds sing. I’ll
interpret the rocks, learn the

language of flood, storm, and the
avalanche. I'll acquaint myself with
the glaciers and wild gardens, and

NATURAL RESOURCES get as near the heart of the world

aslcan. 6

-John Muir

Economic DEVELOPMENT

RECREATION




I MICHIGA,

Beaver
Lake

Lavender | [
Corner
=ThEn

Although the township covers 234.4 square miles most
Superior in Michigan’s  residents live within the unincorporated community of
Grand Marais. Grand Marais hosts most of the commercial
businesses within the township as well as a marina and

Burt Township is a e framed by the Pictured serves as a Harbor of Refuge.

Rocks National Lakeshore (PRNL) and beaches, dotted with
waterways, and blanketed in forests.
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PlannNing Process

The planning process is cyclical, requiring a review of the current
Master Plan at least every 5 years. After reviewing the current plan
and determining a complete overhaul was needed, the planning team
immediately engaged with the community through a public survey.

wing the opportunity for the public
d. After proposed the revisions

n was generated. The Planning

rmal adoption of the Plan at a

The Burt Township master planning survey was distributed with
the 2022 winter tax bills. The response rate was impressive with
over 80% of the population contributing their thoughts and
ideas. The Burt Township Planning Commission then hosted two
separate meetings to discuss the survey results and future public
participation endeavors.

d leaders and other public
oi ent the action

The next step included data gathering on a variety of community
related topics. Analyzing this data helped establish a more complet
picture of the community and any trends shaping it. Community
stakeholders were invited to the table to identify issues, needs, s
opportunities.

The Burt Township Planning Commission developed a p
participation strategy (see Appendix A) that included
series of public workshops. These workshops explored

ga

y issues

facing the community and help e planning t dentify oPMENT \WORKSHOP
additional community member o join the der group. B
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COMMUNITY VALUES + VISION

~—w

Burt Township is experiencing many of the same issues and
opportunities its historical occupants grappled with. Harsh
winters and relative isolation make it a more appealing
destination for seasonal residents. Spectacular scenery
and the same natural qualities that aid in its remoteness
also attract an influx of tourists. Snowmobilers and winter
recreation enthusiasts visit consistently throughout the
winter months while visitors of all types arrive for summer
vacations.

Burt Township residents and homeowners participated in a
community survey and four workshops. Each workshop was
assigned a topic including:

+ COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE + SERVICES

+ HousinG + Economic DEVELOPMENT

+ NATURAL RESOURCES + RECREATION

+ ENeray + THE ENVIRONMENT
Underlying themes began to emerge as comments were
received forming four key pillars.to concentrate planning
efforts on. These pillars were utilized in forming the values
and goals expressed in the master plan.

".NCOURAGE

PRESERVE
QuainT
CHARACTER

PRrRoOTECT
NATURAL
SPACES

THE BURT FRAMEWORK

ENCOURAGE
SUSTAINAELE GROWTH

PrecervE QuainiT
CHARACTER

PROTECT
NATURAL SPACES

PROMOTE POLICIES AND MEASURES THAT
DEVELOP MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS
AND ENHANCE THE ECONOMY WHILE BEING
COGNIZANT OF THE UNIQUE ATTRIBUTES OF THE
COMMUNITY.

ANY EFFORT TO INTEGRATE ADDITIONAL
SERVICES OR DEVELOPMENT INTO THE
COMMUNITY MUST EMBRACE THE
CHARACTER OF THE REGION.

PREVENT DEGRADATION OF NATURAL
RESOURCES CAUSED BY OVERUSE AND
MISUSE.

ATTRACT WORKING AGED AND YOUNG
FAMILIES WHILE ACCOMMODATING

NEEDS AND DESIRES OF THE EXISTING
POPULATION.
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A community must review relevant and recent community plansiinerder to

develop a more complete picture of previous and future planning efferts ahd

to avoid “reinventing the wheel” Below is a short summary of the planning

documents reviewed that helped inform this plan. “

2013 BurT TowNsHIP MASTER PLAN One of the community meetings was hosted
The 2013 Master Plan was written in in Grand Marais at the school. A priority

partnership with CUPPAD and reflects many project listed within the plan included the
of the concerns expressed by community development of an off-road mixed use trail that

members at that time. It begins to touch on would allow for travel from the Burt Township

topics such as green energy but does not School to the School Forest.
address some of the current priorities listed in

the community surveys. RecioNAL EcoNnomic DEVELOPMENT PLANS
CUPPAD maintains the Comprehensive
2021-2025 RECREATION PLAN Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) and
Burt Township worked in partnership with the 10-year Regional Prosperity Plan. Both plans
CUPPAD to develop their 2021 récreation cover the 6-county Central U.P. Region and

generate broad goals for development with an
emphasis on projects that promote economic
growth and attracting talented employees.
The plan also focuses on infrastructure
development, enhancing educational

2022 Non-MoTorized TRAIL PLAN opportunities, and improving quality of life.

This plan was crafted as a partnership
between Michigan Depaftment of ALGER CounTYy EconoMic RECOVERY AND

Transportation (MDOT) and local communities RESILIENCY STRATEGY

plan.The plan includes a list of community
priority projects as well as which of these
might provide economic advantage to the
community.

to define existing and potentialnon- TIP Strategies (TIP) and CUPPAD have teamed

motorized trail opportunities within up to develop an economic recovery and

Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. CUPPAD hosted resilience strategy for Alger County. This effort

the community outreach efforts, drafted is still underway although the Marquette

potential trail development charts, and County Recovery and Resilience Strategy

developed the planning document and maps. has been completed and was utilized as a
reference.

1



s + Demographics

Burt Township is a sparsely populated community situated

along the shores of Lake Superior. Most residents live within the
unincorporated community of Grand Marais on its northern edge. It
serves as the eastern gateway to the first national lake shore created,
Pictured Rocks, and is home to spectacular scenery and abundant
opportunities for outdoor recreation. This chapter will provide a brief
synopsis of the history of the community and demographic trends.

The region was home to the Ojibwa, a woodland Indian people, for.
hundreds of years prior to being documented by explorers and fur
traders. The first documented visitor to Pictured Rocks was Pierre
Esprit Radisson, in 1658, who noted with enthusiasm the splendor of
Grand Sable Dunes and Pictured Rocks: “We go along a coast, most
delightful and wonderful”’ The National Parks website captures the

significance of Pictured Rock’s location and its inevitable preservation:

'US. Department of the Interior. (2002, April 5). The Pictured Rocks: An
administrative history of pictured rocks'national lakeshore (Chapter 1).
National Parks Service. Retrieved August 2, 2022, from https://www.nps.
gov/parkhistory/online_books/piro/adhi/adhil.htm

“Radisson’s visit underscores two central features of the
history of Pictured Rocks: Its striking scenic vistas and

its remote isolation...Had this area been located near the
early population centers of the United States it would have
emerged at an early date as a major tourist destination....
While tourism and urbanization embraced and degraded
Niagara Falls, Mammoth Cave, and the Hudson River
Valley the Upper Peninsula of Michigan remained a remote
resource frontier”!

A key turning point for the community of Grand Marais arrived in
1893 when the Alger-Smith Lumber Company of Detroit built a

railroad from Seney to Grand Marais shifting its milling operations

there. During the next decade and a half the little town was
booming with over two thousand people moving there.

b ; g 5y e 2 X - Grand Marais Hi:;tnr‘lc;‘:l. Sgciaty Photo
Logging Camp | Grand Marais circa 1906 |
Photo courtesy of Grand Marais Histahical Society Photo courtesy of Grand Marais Historical Society

mid-1900’s | Chapel Rock courtesy of NPS
“Some of the
most sublime and
commanding views in
nature.”

-Henry Rowe Schoolcraft circa 1827
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During this time, the community boasted 30 saloons, two
newspapers, a dozen hotels, boarding houses and two banks. A
commercial fishing industry also contributed to the economic
success of the region. This economic boom did not endure. In 1910,
Alger-Smith closed operations of the milling industry in Grand
Marais and abandoned the Manistique Railway. The “dark hemlock
forests” described by Henry R. Schoolcraft had been almost entirely
logged.

The State of Michigan began pursuing conservation efforts in the
Upper Peninsula by establishing the Lake Superior State Forest in
1917. By 1931, the federal government created Ottawa, Hiawatha and
Marquette National Forests and utilized Civilian Conservation Corps
labor to replant the ravaged landscape.

During the years following World War Il northern Michigan began

to transform itself from a resource extraction source into a mid-
western recreation destination. The communities within the newly
created “North Woods” attempted to both preserve the spectacular
natural spaces as well as support a robust tourism industry. Post
World War Il prosperity spurred a desire to visit new/places and

the Upper Peninsula of Michigan experienced a massive influx in
tourists.

Some visitors built. summer residences within the region including a
prominent:Chicago Tribune cartoonist, William Donahey, who built a
home on Grand Sable Lake in the 1920s. Industrialist William Boller
and George Hughes followed suit shortly after, building their own
homes on the lake:

These north woods vacation destinations took on a life of their own.
One owner, James R. Bailey, expressed his feelings:
“When | was a child growing up in lthaca, Michigan, it seemed
that my whole life was consumed with my next visit to the
Cabin. | found security in the fact that the Cabin existed, in
all its beauty, in the harsh Grand Marais winters, the grizzly
Canadian winds and the unpredictable Spring rains. It was
there alive not only in my memory but in reality.”?

To this day Burt Township and the greater Upper Peninsula region
serves as a mid-west tourism destination and hosts a multitude

of summer homes. This plan will reflect lessons gleaned from the
Township’s varied history to derive solutions for future preservation,
economic development and potential industry.

A N

Coast Guard Point looking East from the top of thehill in Grand Marais/ = 1880’s | Brazel Sawmill . 1907 | Fishing Tugs in Winter

2U.S. Department of the Interior. (2002, April 5).The Pictured Rocks.An
administrative history of pictured rocks national lakeshore (Chapter 1).
National Parks Service. Retrieved August 2, 2022, from Attps://www.nps.
gov/parkhistory/online_books/piro/adhi/adhil.ntm

(Courtesy of long time resident) Photo courtesy of Grand Marais Historical Society

Photo courtesy of Grand Marais Historical Society
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Assessing the number of people in the
community and their demographic
characteristics helps planners and policy makers
to determine the needs of the community.

Burt Township attracts seasonal, part-time

and year round residents with its abundant
recreation opportunities and its exquisite natural
beauty.

While the population in the State of Michigan
increased in the last twenty years, Alger County
and Burt Township have experienced a slow
decline in population. Population trends are
shown in the adjacent table. With a 1960
population of 457, the 2020 population was
recorded at 411 persons, marking a 10% decrease.
In comparison Munising Township has seen its
population more than double. One question'to
consider is how this community has made such
strides in expanding its population while Burt
Township has seen a decline.

Burt Township’s population is aging, as evidenced
by the pie charts shown on'the right. Within.the
past 40 years the population has gone from

a relatively even split of 0-20 year olds, 21-44
year olds, 45-64 year olds and 65 plus year olds
to a population of 54% at and over 65 years

old. This dramatic change indicates that young
persons are not staying in the community, and
new working age residents have been difficult
to attract. The community survey responses
also indicated a decline in younger residents
highlighting a need for more affordable housing
and employment opportunities as well as a
desire to reverse the declining enrollment at the

PERCENT

CHANGE
YEAR 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 1960-2020

BURT TOWNSHlP: POP. 457 424 539 508 480 522 41 -10%

City oF MuNisiNG: 4,228 3,677 3,083 2783 2,539 2,355 1,986 -53%
MunisING TOWNSHIP: 1,408 1,614 1963 27193 3125 2983 2,865 203%
ALGER COUNTY: 9250 8,568 9,225 8,972 9,862 9,601 8,842 -4.4%

Burt Township School. 2020US CE.NjUS Dara
] i

The aging demographic may also impact
the tax base, with a smaller proportion of

MEebiaN HouseHoLD
INcOME

PopuLATION

B
the population working yet requiring social TOWN;:T: bl $38,373
services. Additional services requested within

Burt Township could include: a health clinic a 8,842 $45,184
open daily, affordable housing options, and

transportation/services. % $59,234

As illustratedin the graph below sourced from
2022 Lightcast data, the number of millenials
within Alger County is lower than the national
average for a similarly sized area and the
number of those residents retiring soon is
significantly higher. This begs the question
what will.a community like Burt Township look
like in 10-20 years if this trend continues?

! 10,077,331

1,579 3,946

Millennials Retiring Soon

Alger County, Ml has 1,579
millennials (ages 25-39). The

Retirement risk is high in Alger

County, MI. The national average

national average for an area this for an area this size is 2,683

size is 1,858. people 55 or older, while there are

3,946 here. 14
Data Source: Lightcast Q3 2022 Data Set



advantage of this opportunity and attract income level necessary for a household’s

people from outside of the state in order to survival and is derived from a combination of
. population loss achieve population growth.* data points including the minimum cost of
B roputation gain household basics necessary to live and work
INcoME LEVELS WITHIN BURT TOWNSHIP in modern society. The figure then “rounds
The 2020 American Community Survey (ACS) to the nearest ACS income category and
estimates median household income within adjusts for household size and composition in
Burt Township at $38,373. This figure comes each county.”® As illustrated in the map from
with a 10% margin of error. In comparison,the =~ the interactive ALICE website (https:/www.
2010 median household income was $31,563. unitedforalice.org/county-profiles/michigan), Burt

The cumulative rate of inflation during this time Township’s ALICE rate is one of the highest in
v was 35%. That would indicate the 2020 figure . the U.P.(darkest shading) at 53%. This translates
N ‘ should be closer to $42,894 if median income to Burt having the greatest need for higher,
— _—e had remained consistent. more liveable wages within the community.
The State of MIChlgan recently released a “Research, center. UnitedForALICE. (n.d.). Retrieved August 23,

source f.eatl_'mng pop.ulation projections. ) A second income measuring source to consider 2022, from https://www.unitedforalice.org/county-profiles/
The projections predict a 5.3% decrease in is the ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, michigan
population within Alger County between the Employed) report. ALICE has developed its
years 2020-2030. Michigan asawholeisalso  own tool to determine income need within
projected to experience a population decline. a community, this is referred té as the ALICE
Threshold: It represents the minimum a
. i . . 3
This Is_ not the ﬁrSt time MIChlgan has “Leach, A, Tarver, A, &amp; Guthrige, E. (2019, o
experienced this. In the early 21st century September). Michigan Population Projections By )
Michigan also saw a decrease due toyoung County Through 2045. Lansing; State of Michigan. £ &
people leaving in search of jobs and a resulting Ea;
precipitous drop in births. »2015
2016 . 60 2
The document notes a potential influx 2017 a %
in younger residents with the Baby 2018 - a Sr’- 3
Boomers entering retirement age providing 2019 ., f} e 50 9
opportunities for new hires in thejob market. 2020 Z{ a L% é
Itis recommended communitiestake @~ e DR X o o a 2 40 f
n o)
e & / 8”. ) g:' g
........................ 2 ) X 8 S 2 :
L T, 0 S 52 50
. U s = = Tt o2
: & X ]
. (] =
. 1 g
s 13 <10
o
o
N
" (o)

Data Source: INCOME LEVELS BETWEEN 2015-2020 BY NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
www.unitedforalice.org



INcoME LEvELs CONTINUED...

The graph below illustrates living wage
calculations for those in Alger County. The white
hashed line denotes what the annual income

is for someone making minimum wage. This
indicates no household size would be able to live
comfortably while making minimum wage within
Alger County.

A frequent request by residents was the hope
of increasing this median income level by
encouraging an influx of working aged residents
and promoting measures to support a more
diverse and robust economy. This topic will be
explored in greater detail in Chapter 6.

Living Wage Calculations
for Alger County . caon

BURT TOWNSHIP MEDIAN % :
HOUSEHOLD INCOME :

$80k

MINIMUM WAGE 7 ADULT, 2 CHILDREN _
Taputr, 1 CHILD_ :
2 ADULTS_

S

ANNUAL INCOME

NN

-
>
=]
(=
S
g

Data Source: US Census and https://livingwage.mit.edu/counties/26003

EconoMic DEVELOPMENT

$120«

*THESE : :
CALCULATIONS MicHicaN MiniMum WAGE W : : :
S 2 3 5 :
TIME OB AT apuLTs, 3 criLoreN VNN : :
2080 Hrs/YR 2 ADULTS, 2 CHILDREN : :
2 aouwts, 1eqio VI é
—_— :

*THE WHITE 1 ADULT, 3 CHILDREN
LINE DENOTES A 2 :
/ :

Community Survey Responses

Whereiis your place of
employment located?

| work in Burt:
13%

| work.in Alger
County: 3%

| work outside
Alger County : 19%

EmMPLOYMENT TRENDS

The ACS data specific to the Township
regarding employment characteristics has a
large margin of error, the 80% response rate to
the community survey offered an.additional
employment-related data source.

57% of survey respondents noted they

are retired which is not surprising as it
corresponds with the aging demographic. Of
those gainfully employed, 13% work within
Burt Township. Many are employed outside
of Alger County. This is likely due to the fact
that just over half of the respondents had
noted they only resided in

Burt Township for a‘portion

of the year. The relatively small percent of
residents living and working in Burt Township
indicates a significant need for employment
opportunities within the township. By providing
gainful employment with liveable wages, young
families and working aged adults will once
again be able to settle in the township.

A window into current Alger County
employment trends is illustrated in the
graph below. The positionslisted are the
top posted occupations within the 3rd
quarter of 2022. Positions in healthcare,
food service, transportation, personal care

® Unique Average Monthly Postings

Office and Administrative Support —

Sales and Related [ ——

Healthcare Practitionersand Technical [T
Food Preparation and Serving Related [
Transportation and Material Moving [ e
Personal Care and Service [

Building and Grounds Cleaning

and Maintenance - [

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and Media _
Healthcare Support [
Protective Service [N

Installation, Mainte

|.work outside
of MI: 6%

nance, and Repair [
Management [

Educational Instruction and Library [N

0 1
Data Source: Lightcast Q3 2022 Data Set

2 3 4 5

and home maintenance demonstrate an
increasing need for services that aid those
aging in place. This suggests a potential
opportunity to accommodate the needs of
an aging demographic while creating gainful
employment for younger generations.
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A Prace 1o CaLL HoME

Among the survey responses and community
input sessions, Burt Township was regularly
characterized by its ‘quaint’ character
featuring ‘mom and pop’ shops and
spectacular scenery. Residents express a deep
connection with the place and a desire to
maintain its picture perfect appeal.

CHANGING TIDES

This is juxtaposed within an era where the
cost of housing has skyrocketed along with
inflation. Home ownership in the United
States is becoming further out of reach for
many. According to the National Association
of Home Builders (NAHB)/Wells Fargo Housing
Opportunity Index (HOI) only 42.8% of homes
sold between April and June of 2022 were
affordable to families earning the U.S. median
income of $90,000. This dropped from a
56.9% rate of affordable home sales in the
first quarter of the year.®

As illustrated in American Community Survey

(ACS) data and the State of Michigan’s

population projections, Burt Township and the

greater Upper Peninsula region is experiencing

a shift to an aging demographic.
te \ org/ne 2

httr ! onomics/Aousing-
Cunity-ip@ex

Downtown Grand Marais

Housing related implications may include
older residents looking to downsize and/or
enter assisted living facilities or hire in home
care. Some desired amenities may include
ground-level or elevator accessible units and
units with limited maintenance needs such as
apartments, condominiums or townhouses.

A deeper dive into current housing stock,
affordable housing options, and the short term
rental market will be explored in Chapter 7.

DownNTOWN
Most commercial businesses within the

township are concentrated in the heart of
Grand Marais. As highlightedin many of the
community surveys and.discussions Grand
Marais’ downtown features a diverse palette of
local businesses with no chains or restaurant
franchises.

Historically, saloons, boarding houses, and
banks dotted Grand Marais’’downtown strip.
The landscape has changed very little with
the Dunes Saloon/Lake Superior Brewing
Company commanding one corner and The
Grand Marais Tavern anchoring the other end
of town. Boutique hotels and a smattering
of restaurants, coffee shops and outfitters
provide incentive for visitors and residents
to stay for a bite to eat and some shopping.
Groceries, gas and hardware store essentials
can also be purchased within town. Many
survey respondents expressed desire for

a larger grocery store, hair and nail salon, and
community health clinic and dentist office.
INDUSTRY

Founded.in the logging era, Burt’s history

is tied to industry associated with natural
resource extraction and processing as is much
of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.

Although lumber is no longer the top employer
within the township, it still has a strong

hold within the County. The Neenah Paper
Company in Munising and Timber Products
Company in Munising Township remain two of
the largest employers within the county.

With Pictured Rocks on its west
wing there is a great opportunity for
recreation focused industry.
Some residents have tapped into
this.economic opportunity
through providing rental units
while others host sight-seeing
tours and rentals, or offer

fishing charters. There is still room
to develop additional opportunities
within this industry and the
National Park Service has
expressed interest in shifting a
larger percent of their record
visitor numbers to the east
entrance of the park.




THE PeoPLE OF BurT

The people of Burt Township were integral
to every step of this planning process. In
providing an 80% response rate on mailed
surveys with 72 single space typed pages

of additional comments. Four workshops
were requested and hosted by the Planning
Commission. Each featured a local
professional discussing a topic of interest.
The events were attended by 20 to 30
residents with active, positive feedback and
engaging conversations. Evidenced by this
community’s make up of passionate activists
who are eager to ensure a promising future
for their community, we endeavored to

develop a plan that responds to many
of the needs expressed.

Looking to its history, Burt Township
has not seen a dramatic spike in
population since the lumber boom of
the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. As
withessed in US Census data, the population
figure has fluctuated between 400-550
people.

Generally a slow decline in population

since 1980 has been felt in communities
throughout Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. It is
anticipated this trend will continue unless
intervening factors, such as an increased
birth rate or migration of residents from
other localities changes the trajectory.

With a rapidly aging demographic the
community has voiced the need for young
families and working aged residents to settle
in the township, ensuring the long-term
sustainability of the community.

StoPPING A DECLINING PopPuLATION

Many factors of a declining population are
beyond the control of a single community
and are due to economic and demographic
changes. That said, small communities can
take some steps to embrace the migration
of new residents to the area, capitalizing on
talent attraction and retention strategies.
Opportunities discussed within the
workshops highlighted future improvements
to broadband access allowing people to

work remotely from
Burt Township as
well as the addition
of community
services including a
sewer system and
a regularly staffed
health care center.

The school system
was considered a
necessary portal
into supporting
youthful community growth. There was an
overwhelming desire to keep the school
open and encourage enrollment, enhanced
curriculum and educational opportunities.

Capitalizing on the wealth of spectacular
vistas and natural resources that make the
township so special was another topic of
interest. It was noted newcomers often first
visited Burt Township en route to Pictured
Rocks, falling in love with the landscape
and community, then choosing to stay.
Developing a good relationship with the
National Park Service and creating better
connections between the community and
Pictured Rocks was noted as a priority.

Each of these measures has the potential to
contribute to the development of a diverse
and vibrant population. By engaging in
opportunities to enhance quality of life and
economic viability the Township may be able
to reverse the slow decline in population and
ensure a promising future for all residents.
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| am a resident of:

Burt Township:
47%

\Other: 53%

How long have you lived and/or
owned property in Burt Township?
Btwn 1-5yrs:

Btwn 5-10yrs:

Btwn 10-20yrs:

52%

Do you live in Burt Township'year
round?
No, | spend <3

months a year in Yes: 36%
Burt Township:
39%

No, | leavein

the winter: 25%

a great deal 26%

alot  16%

oula ‘or;? moderate amount  31%
a little 11%

CoMMUNITY SURVEY RESPONSES
Of the surveys submitted 47% of the not 1%
respondents considered themselves atall )
residents while 53% listed other. This paired 4%
with the data point that the majority of the
respondents spend winters away or less than
3 months a year in the township notes a

very seasonal population. An interesting side
bar was that 75% of the respondents had
owned property or lived in the township for
10-20 years andlonger indicating that many
properties were likely passed down over
generations.

Iwould prefer the
population decrease

“In preparing Burt Twp for
the future, it is important

A majority of respondents favored an
increase in township population, although
a moderate increase was preferred. This is

a reasonable goal as a large influx of new to keep the needs Of the
residents could rapidly change the character current fu"-t,‘me res"dents
and dynamic of the community. A slower

trickle of new residents, especially if these foremost. The master

new people were of working age and with
children could help continue to sustain the
local economy, and keep the school up and
running.

plan should be developed
to allow their input, and

adopt no plans that would
limit their ability to live
in their homes, and their

town.”
-Survey Participant

This feedback paired with many community
perspectives expressed in person and

via written comment helped shape the
Population and Community Goals featured
on the following page.



“We need long term
residents and people
to fill employment
positions and for

Ennance  ENCOURAG organizatio.nal
LiVABILITY SUSTAINABLE membership.”
GROWTH -Survey Participant
PROTECT PRESERVE p for anything
NATURAL QUAINT elp grow this
SPACES CHARACTER P
town...we need to
encourage young

people to move here.”

-Survey Participant

THE TOWNSHIP SHOULD STRIVE TO
REVERSE THE DECLINING POPULATION
TREND.

PROMOTE REMOTE WORKING
OPPORTUNITIES TO ALLOW FOR
ADDITIONAL RESIDENTS TO LIVE WITHIN
THE TOWNSHIP.

PRESERVE THE VIEW OF THE
IS THE HEART OF GRAND M
CONTRIBUTES TO THE COMM
UNIQUE AND PICTURESQUE ATi

PURSUE ACTIVITIES AND INITIATIVES
DESIGNED TO ATTRACT YOUNG FAMILIES
IN ORDER TO SUSTAIN THE SCHOOL
SYSTEM.
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NATURAL RESOURCES

RECREATION

NATURAL FEATURES, CLIMATE TRENDS + RECREATION

“What do you love about Burt Township:”
The beautiful, serene nature that exists, surrounded by seclusion and wildlife. There are endless outdoor opportunities
and being someone who takes advantage of these year-round, thereiis always something toroccupy your time with in
the out of doors...peace and serenity we once had has lessened. While tourism plays a role in our township due to the
beautiful nature around us, residents feel the constraints that tourism puts onithe environment and the resources more

so than anyone else. -Survey Participant

NATURE IN ABUNDANCE

With roughly one third of the township
designated as federal and state lands the
opportunities for outdoor adventure are
limitless. Preserving natural viewscapes, water
quality, stream corridors and tree canopy
were all topics featured in community survey
feedback. When prompted with the question:

Are there any particuladgsensitive

areas that need to be proteeted?
Responses flooded in with the BAY AREA,
BEACHES and DUNES topping the chart. Not
far behind LAKE SUPERIOR, the SCHOOL
FOREST and WATERWAYS followed.

It is evident community members recognize
the uniqueness of their landscape and its
sometimes fragile nature. Within this chapter
we explore the many natural layers found
within the township’s landscape and how the
community seeks to preserve and enhance
what special places this region harbors.

A TiME AND PLACE For QUIET

The Village of Grand Marais, Burt Township’s
main population hub lies 25 miles north of
the highway 28 intersection: This distance
separates the community from much of the
through way traffic requiring visitor’s to be
committed to a minimum 50 minute detour.
More and more visitors appear to be making
this community and the greater township
area part of their travelitinerary. Pictured

Rocks National Lakeshore continues to shatter

records for visitor numbers each year as local
residents note an uptick in visitor numbers.
There is increasing competition for sites at
the Woodland Park Campground and vacation
rentals are often booked up well in advance.
Many.noted in their survey responses that

the community “Has been discovered,”
and the quiet atmosphere they had grown
to associate with their small community was
starting to change.

As noted in the People + Community chapter
and the Economic Development chapter of
this plan each element is inextricably tied to
another within the greater community fabric.

With a desire to attract young families and
working aged residents as well as strengthen
the economy the township will have to brace
for more change. Careful measures must be
put in place to preserve the peacefulness of
the community and its natural spaces.

A DESTINATION FOR RECREATION

With wilderness in abundance comes
opportunity to explore. As evidenced in the
quote from a resident at the top of this page,
many chose to live and visit the township

in search of a place to enjoy the outdoors in
all four seasons. The most commonly noted
ACTIVITIES within the community survey
included HIKING, BIKING and FISHING.
BEACH-GOING, ORV/SNOWMOBILING,
HUNTING, and CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING and
SNOWSHOEING followed closely behind.

The maps and charts on the following pages
illustrate the layering of natural and human
created features on the landscape as well
as the survey results received pertaining to
recreation in Burt Township.
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Lanp Cover
Lake Superior borders Burt Township’s with a mix of deciduous and evergreen forests
OPEN WATER . .
northern shoreline shaping a spectacularand Wooded wetlands also speckle the landscape
il DeveLOPED, OPEN SPacE varied coast. The Grand Sable Dunes rise more Wwith the Seney National Wildlife Refuge
DevELOPED, Low INTENSITY than 300 feet above the lake covering roughly located just south of the township’s border is
DEevELOPED, MEDIUM INTENSITY 5 square miles. Their spectacle contrasts a wetland haven for birds and other wildlife.
the Pictured Rocks cliffs featuring streaks
of mineral deposits along 50-200 foot high
sandstone cliffs. The community of Grand
il Deciouous Forest Marais is centered on a harbor with a portion
ConiFer FoRresT currently dredged to maintain its depth from
Mixep FOREST sand deposition. The community is famous for
[l SHrus/Scrus its sugary sand beaches and agates.

DEeVELOPED, HIGH INTENSITY

BARREN LAND (SAND + DuNES)

. HErBACEOUS
I Hav/Pasture

CuLtivaTED CROPS

Inland, the landscape remains largely wooded

Wooby WETLANDS

EMERGENT HERBACEOUS
WETLANDS

AMILES




LANDScAPE TYPOLOGIES

As illustrated in the land cover map on the previous page, the landscape within Burt Township is mostly wild with evidence of past logging practices.
Here, landscape typologies are utilized to showcase the various landforms influenced by terrain, soils, exposure and vegetation. By developing a
clear understanding of what landscapes the township has and where they are located a.more holistic understanding of the landscape is generated.
Future development and preservation operations can then continue to reflect Burt Township’s community and cultural identity.

Arguably the most beautiful
bay in the state, Grand Marais’
bay is dotted with fishing
shacks, a public marina,
private rentals, residences,
and a township park. The
northwest corner of the bay

is designated as a harbor of
refuge and is dredged by the
Army Corps of Engineers.

Residents are concerned with
the deposition of sand within
the bay since the removal of
the original breakwall. They
would like to see water levels
and quality monitored and
necessary steps taken to
preserve the centerpiece of
their community.

The sandy shoreline
wraps around Coast

Guard Point and stretches

past the Woodland Park
Campground framing the
entire community with

exquisite vistas, swimming

spots, and agate hunting

grounds.

OST IMPORTANT,

The largest inland lake
within the township is
Grand Sable Lake. It is
located within Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore.
The community has a
strong connection to this
lake witha history of it
serving as a summer beach-
going destination. Many
of the other inland lakes
are mostly surrounded by
wilderness with relatively
uninhabited shorelines.

A combination of poorly
draining soil types, bedrock
close to the surface, and
drainage depressions
formed by glaciers provide
an abundance of wetlands
within Burt Township. These
areas contain a variety of
plants including woodsorrel,
northern dewberry,
sphaghum moss, sedges,
dogwood and various
wildflower species.®

The Grand Sable Dunes
within PRNL are among the
best examples of perched
dunes within the world. These
dunes form on top of existing
coastal bluffs. They contain
rare plant species.

Post glacial age (10,000
years ago) and at the end of
the last high water period
(4,000-6,000 years ago) the
rocky cliff face left by glaciers
was eroded and sand-sized
material was blown on
shore left to settle on top
of the bluff. These sands
are constantly shifting and
reshaping the landscape.®



“Coast Guard Point

should not be

developed to the point

of detracting from
the beauty. No large

buildings.”

-Survey Participant

Pockets of jack pine

forests are found among
the dunes providing a
habitat for a unique array

of plant species including
sand cherry, dune willow,
common juniper, beach pea,
hairy goldenrod, wormwood,
evening primrose, and
horsetail as well as native
dune grasses.’

The Burt Township School
Forest also provides an
excellent conifer forest
stand with sandy soils and
ponderosa and jack pine.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Further inland from the
Lake Superior shoreline
the landscape is covered
in beautiful deciduous/
mixed forests. The original
tree stands are what drew
settlers to the land initially.
Now the forests provide a
haven for birds and wildlife,
ajaw-dropping fall color
display, and plenty of
terrain to explore. Many
community members
mentioned how much they
valued their forested lands
and desired to preserve
them.

PerceNT oF LAND COVER Open Water: 3%

TYPE WITHIN BURT
ToOWNSHIP

Tree-lined neighborhoods
throughout the community
of Grand Marais provide

a well shaded, beautiful
atmosphere for its visitors
and residents. By carrying
this concept into the
downtown area, a more
comfortable, consistent
community feel will be
achieved. As views of

the bay are a key asset
for the community it is

recommended view corridors

be maintained allowing tree
lined streets to open up
onto the water front and

provide framed views to Lake

Superior and the bay.

ped: 3%
Dunes/Sand: 1%

Woody +
Herbaceous

Wetlands

Conifer Forest

HARDSCAPE

Hardscaped areas are those that have been
compacted and/or paved over primarily

for vehicular access. The downtown area in
Grand Marais features the largest hardscaped
area with unclear circulation due to an
overabundance of pavement.

Softening street corners and edges, providing
clear circulation, signage and a gateway will
result in a much more aesthetically appealing
and logical community layout.

5 United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service.

2014. Soil survey of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Michigan.

6 United States D?artment of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service.
2014. Soil survey of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Michigan.

7 U.S. Department of the Interior. (n.d.). Sand Dunes. National Parks Service.
Retrieved September 7, 2022, from https://www.nps.gov/piro/learn/nature/
sanddunes.htm
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SOILS SoiL ForMING FACTORS

PARENT MATERIAL: THE SOURCE MATERIAL
FROM WHICH SOILS WERE FORMED.

CLIMATE: THE TEMPERATURE AND KIND AND
AMOUNT OF PRECIPITATION.

ORGANISMS: PLANTS AND OTHER ORGANISMS
LIVING IN AND ON THE SOIL.

TIME: HOw LONG THE SOIL FORMING FACTORS
HAVE BEEN OPERATING.

ToPoGRAPHY: THE SHAPE AND ELEVATION OF
THE LANDSCAPE.

NATURAL RESOURCES 26




SoliLs

Soils contain both physical and chemical
properties including color, texture, structure
and others. Scientists classify soils via

these properties in their various horizons
(layers). These properties are a result of five
interrelated soil-forming factors listed on the
previous page.’

Soil type can help predict performance

such as water infiltration, erosion potential
and vegetation growth. By developing an
understanding of the soil types present within
the township we will be able to glean a better
understanding of how and why the landscape
performs as it does and what areas might

be better for development and others that
should be preserved.

7 United States De(fartment of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, and United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service.
2014. Soil survey of Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, Michigan.

CONTOURS
—/ 183-212
—/ 212.01-240
—/ 240.01-266
-/ 266.01-289

NATURAL RESOURCES

Sandy soils are ubiquitous along Burt
Township’s Lake Superior shore. These soils
are constantly moving. Erosion and deposition
occur all along the shoreline and these natural
processes should largely be left untouched.
At times it becomes necessary to interrupt
these processes with the introduction of

man made elements such as the breakwater
along Grand Marais’ marina, retaining walls
along eroding properties, and dredging of

the harbor. Each time these changes are
made careful monitoring must occur to make
certain processes in and around the system
are not adversely affected. This section will

be explored in greater detail'in the Climate
Resiliency chapter of the plan.

N

NN
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TOPOGRAPHY

Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore is iconic
due to its up to 200 foot high cliffs rising out
of Lake Superior. This is the most extreme
elevation change within the region with the
Grand Sable Dunes not far behind featuring
a 300 foot rise from the lake’s edge with a
slightly less dramatic slope.

Terrain inland'is a reflection of glacial
movement, dotting the landscape with lakes
and large piles of outwash. This varied terrain
provides great potential for many forms of
recreation.

AMILES
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“] KNow SOME
RECREATION PEOPLE REALLY DON’T
LIKE THE ORVs AND
4 -WHEELERS BECAUSE OF THE

@ Non-MoToRrizED TRAILHEAD WHO WANT 11

v SNowMoBILE TRAILS p -FUL PLAC
CAMPGROUNDS

GRAND MARAls ‘f
RAND SCHOOL FoRrEesT

Als’ ~ TRAILHEAD GRAND

LoG sLIDE
TWELVEMILE :
BeAcH A
TRAILHEAD

Beaver B
OVERLOO
TRAILHEAD

71 upss
'LAVENDER

RECREATION

‘ #5550 ScHooL
= -UP8 FoRresT (H-
RAILHEAD

| PicTurep Rocks NATIONAL NOISE. THEY ARE A LIFE-BLOOD 7
LAKESHORE FOR OUR TOWN, SO WE NEED IN THE 20 YEARS
StaTE FOREST 19 C&"gET 'l_»": H Cﬁ&g : WE HAVE SPENT TIME THE
- NoN-MoToRrizep TRAILS - THE TOWN HE NEEDS TOWNSH'P HAS GONE A N,CE

F THE YEAR SIDENTS  LITTLE VILLAGE TO WAY TOO

: MANY ATVs RACING AROUND

y TOWN IN SUMMER;”
-SURVEY PARTICIPANT

MaARAIs

58)
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RECREATION

Experienced in so many different forms and

in every season, recreation is integral to the
way of life in Burt Township. Burt Township’s
5-Year Recreation Plan was recently completed
and serves as a resource for identifying and
prioritizing community recreation assets, goals,
and implementation strategies.

Burt Township offers several recreational
facilities. The Woodland Park Campground hosts
100 sites along Grand Marais’ western Lake
Superior shoreline and is extremely popular. The
marina is located on Coast Guard Point in Grand
Marais and offers a harbor of refuge for boaters,
a fish cleaning station, boat launch, showers,
transient dockage, gasoline and diesel fuel,
water hookups, and a pump station. Bayshore
Park and the extensive beach along Grand
Marais shoreline are also accessible community
park spaces.

ELiMINATE ORV's AND SNOWMOBILES FROM ALL NATURAL AREAS AND
COUNTY /LOCAL STREETS UNLESS ON STATE DESIGNATER;MOTORIZED
TRAILS.

| weLcoMe ORV AND/OR SNOWMOBILE USE ONMDESIGNATED STREETS
AND TRAILS BUT BELIEVE THERE SHOULD BE ADDITIONAL MEASURES TO
ENFORCE RULES AND RESTRICT USE ON PUBLIC LANDS AND NATURAL
AREAS.

I wouLD LIKE To SEe ORV/SNOWMOBILE USE RESTRICTED IN
NEIGHBORHQODS IN\GRAND MARALS.

| SUPPORT AND SEE AN ECONOMIC BENEFITIN.PROMOTING ORV/
SNOWMOBILE USE.

The Burt Township School Forest hosts a variety
of non-motorized trails and stream crossings for
fisher-people.

The township is a very popular destination for
motorized recreation as well, an ORV (Off Road
Vehicle)/Snowmobile advisory committee was
assembled to address issues and concerns that
were expressed within community discussions and
survey responses. This committee of 12 members
convened in early 2022 and developed a list of
objectives the community should achieve in order
to address concerns and preserve natural spaces
and the general peacefulness of the region. These
strategies are included in Chapter 10 and the letter
submitted is included in AppendixA.
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| couLDN’T LIVE wiTHOUT MY ORV/SNOWMOBILE -

The prevalence of ORVs and snowmobiles withiafthe Township + its natural areas has seen a
steady increase over the past few years. Please indicate your perspective on ORV and snowmobile

use within the Township.
Community Survey Responses

THE BEnD PLEDGE

| vow TO BE A RESPECTFUL GUEST IN

BEND’S INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SPACES.

I’LL MAKE MY OWN MEMORIES, BUT NOT MY
OWN TRAILS.

| WILL BE RESPONSIBLE WITH FIRE DURING DRY
SUMMER MONTHS AND WITH ICE ON SLICK
WINTER ROADS.

| WON’T RISK LIFE OR LIMB (HUMAN OR
SAPLING)

FOR MORE LIKES.

I’LL BE FRIENDLY AND COURTEOUS, BECAUSE

THAT’S THE BEND WAY.

IF | CAN’T FIND A PARKING SPOT, | WILL NOT
INVENT MY OWN.

WHEN PLAYING OUTSIDE, I’LL PREPARE FOR
SHIFTS IN WEATHER AND RANDOM EPISODES OF
MAGIC.

I’LL PACK IN REUSABLE CONTAINERS AND PACK
OUT ALL MY TRASH.

| WILL USE MY TURN SIGNAL OFTEN AND MY CAR
HORN SELDOM.

| PROMISE TO LEAVE BEND BETTER THAN |
FOUND IT.

HTTPS: //WWW.VISITBEND.COM/ THE-BEND-PLEDGE [

LEAVE ALL ANIMAL AND PLANT LIFE AS YOU FIND THEM

WHY? Smith Rock is a wildlife management area and all forms of life have value
in the ecosystem. Approaching, harassing or feeding wildlife alters their
normal behavior and can cause them to lose their natural fear of humans.
Once that happens they can become a danger to you and others.

« Treat the high desert living plants with respect. Altering them in
any way causes unsightly damage and may kill them.

* Keep all food and trash secure at all times. Pack it in, Pack it out.
Place litter- even crumbs, peels and cores- in designated bins.

RESPECT OTHER VISITORS

WHY? Whether hiking, climbing, running, bird watching or dog walking,
everyone has an equal right to enjoy the park. Please respect other
visitors to ensure a positive recreation experience for all.

* Natural sounds are a key part of this Smith Rock experience.
Consider those who seek serenity and focused concentration by
minimizing noise to let nature’s sounds prevail.

* Be courteous. Yield to other users on the trail

BE PREPARED FOR YOUR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY

WHY? Rough terrain and harsh environment make for high rates of
at Smith Rock. Emergen be
rugged nature of the parl

gh water and proper gear (including hiking shoes/boots)
are key to your enjoyment and safety at this park.
* Have an emergency plan and let someone know
your agenda for the day.




EnHANCE ENcoOurAc
LivABILITY SUSTAINABLE
GROWTH

Pk RESERVE
NATu QUAINT
SPACES CHARACTE

FOSTER A BETTER RELATIONSHIP WITH
THE NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE AND
CONTINUE TO PROMOTE TOURISM AND
VISITATION TO/FROM PICTURED RoCKS.

DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A COMMUNITY
WIDE STRATEGY FOR EDUCATING AND
INFORMING USERS AND ENFORCING
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE USE WITHIN THE
TOWNSHIP.

PRESERVE AND PROTECT THE DUNES,
WATERWAYS AND QUIET NATURAL
SPACES WITHIN BURT TOWNSHIP.

ENCOURAGE MEASURES TO

IMPROVE ACCESS TO RECREATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES, ENHANCING QUALITY
OF LIFE FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS
ALIKE.
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A resident’s comment regarding growth within the Township:

“We need to stick with our roots - small businesses, small farms, independence, a sense of community, an “it takes
a village mentality.” We need to embrace, protect and utilize the resources we have at hand - while balancing and
educating those who visit this place we call home. If tourism is the driving financial force'we need to embrace it,
promote it, and have the necessary resources to serve all those whovisit here.”

CAREFUL GROWTH PVEY

Encouraging the migration of young families BY GLENGARIFF GROUPINC | SPRING 2022

and working aged adults to the township is a Residents were asked what they viewed asithe UP’s top

clear goal expressed by nearly all community challenge in the next ten years: e e
members. In order to achieve this goal, a 32% amonz residents whe s improving

29% available and affordable housing’ as the

U.P.’s top challenge, rising from 13% in
September 2021 to 26% in April 2022.

B September 2021
1% B April 2022

12%

sustainable job market must exist within

the community. In today’s post COVID era
this market can take different forms. With a
massive expansion in remote and work from
home options there is the potential for those

residing in more urban areas to relocate to “ 11%

9%

. . ope 9%
picturesque, quaint communities such as
Grand Marais and greater Burt Township. 4% 4% 4%
Shift-3% i 4 Shift-7% Shift -3% Shift-2% - 0% --

A Michigan Upper Peninsula Residents’ Survey Creating  Improving  Access to Access to  Attracting Accessto  Improving
administered by the Glengariff Group.in the morejobs available+  healthcare high speed more childcare  regional air
spring of 2022 noted the challenge of creating affordable internet  population service
more jobs and attracting more people is a housing

U.P. wide endeavor. Hand'in hand with the
need to create more jobs and attract young
families and working aged individuals, comes
the need for affordable housing and access
to community services. Each of these topics
are discussed within additional chapters

in the master plan. Although each topic is
woven into another this seemed the most
concise method to ensure each topic was

provided adequate attention. The need for preserving the affordability and quality of life
affordable housing options will be discussed current residents

in greater detail in Chapter 7 and the topic have learned to

of Community Infrastructure and Services love.

is featured in Chapter 8. This chapter will

explore potential economic development
priorities identified in community survey

responses, meetings and workshops and will

identify a series of goals to promote economic

sustainability within Burt Township while 32



Community Survey Responses

How would you rate Burt Township’s job  What is your current employment
opportunities? status?
Unemployed: 1%

6&““‘0\’“ Retired: 54%

QO

jobs: 2%
Part-time : 6%

CURRENT LABOR Force DATA INDUSTRY DIVERSIFICATION
A recent spike in inflation is impacting everyone

Burt Township’s economic boom was

LARGEST INDUSTRIES IN ALGER
CounTtY

B NATIONAL Ave.
M INDUSTRY JOBS

GOVERNMENT - S AAiiaaE L
MANUFACTURING I |

ACCOMMODATION + FOOD SERvICES Im——
ReTalL TRADE e |
HEALTH CARE + SociAL ASSISTANCE I |
CONSTRUCTION |
TRANSPORTATION + WAREHOUSING I |
OTHER SERVICES |
FINANCE + INSURANCE mmmm |
ADMINISTRATION, SUPPORT, WASTE MANAGEMENT + |
REMEDIATION SERVICES
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, FisHING + HUNTING
PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, + TECHNICAL SERVICES Wl |
INFORMATION I |
REAL EsTaTE + RENTAL + Leasing B ]
ARTS, ENTERTAINMENT + RECREATION M |

and the already low wages relative to the rest generated via natural resource extraction Urumes i
of the country hinder any hope for financial and as th'ese reSf)ur(?es va_nlshed,'t.he . 0 200 400 600
success in Upper Peninsula communities. Burt _communlty lostts financial stability. This ) )
is not an exception and methods to increase is the classic faxample <?f what happgns Accomm9dat|on and fo.od services ref!ect
wages and shrink the gap between cost of living Fo a commuruty when it relies on a single jobs and mdugtry associated Wl.th tc;unsm.
expenses and annual incomes need to happen. industry for its economy. A method for: Accommodatlon- angl food services is also
reducing local economic volatility is by the fastest growing industry followed closely
The labor force statistics specific to Alger diversifying industries. by Construction. Each of these illustrate
County listed in the graph below indicate a the potential to embrace tourism and
roughly 50/50 percent breakdown of those 16 Through diversifying a community’s migration to the area while building new
and older who are in the labor force versus not industry options the risk of losses in forms of housing for those aging in place
in the labor force. response to economic tremors can be and providing any associated services that
In comparison the pie charts generated from more readily avoided. The graph to the right could improve and enhance quality of life for
the community survey responses above indicate illustrates Alger County’s largest and top everyone.
an even higher percent of retired people within growing industry'sectors.
Burt Township. This confirms the need to
provide additional employment opportunities Government jobs are listed as the number Top GROWING INDUSTRIES
so working aged adults can move to the area. one employment indt{stry in Alger County. IN ALGER COUNTY
population With ?wealth of pubhcl_y owned proper’Fy INDUSTRY Joss GROWTH
—— _ and Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore it ,
@ 16+ Civilian Non-Institutionalized, Population 6,682 is not surprising this makes up such a large AccommODATION + FooD SERVICES !
Not in Labor Force 3248 : 5 . CONSTRUCTION §
(16+) ’ portion of the job market. Manufacturing ReAL ESTATE, RENTAL + LEASING
9112 ®  LaborForce 8,434 is second on the list and includes paper ATRANS"ORTAT'ON + WAREHOUSING
- T — . R RTS, ENTERTAINMENT + RECREATION |
Population (2022) ° Employed 3187 goods, wood products, and industrial OTHER SERVICES |
Unemployed 247 mechanics somewhat related to natural Uriumes 16 50 30 40 50
@ Under 16, Mitary, and institutionalized 5 430y resource extraction and processing that Data Source: Lightcast Q3 2022 Data Set

Population

originated in the region.

ALGER COUNTY LABOR FORCE (2022)
Data Source: Lightcast Q3 2022 Data Set
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ExpANDING BROADBAND ACCESS

Great strides are being made to enhance access

to broadband within Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
This will put many of the small communities and in
between places on the broadband map allowing for
growth and opportunity to attract remote workers.
Federal funding will be available for communities with
inadequate broadband service to upgrade. The map
to the right illustrates the current download/upload
speeds in the township. Mobile broadband is the
only available option mapped within the township
allowing it to qualify for federal funding.

The majority of township survey respondents
expressed little interest in upgrading broadband, as
illustrated in the pie chart below. In contrast, the U.P.
wide survey administered by the Glengariff Group
noted over half of business owners knew of someone

MaxiMuM ADVERTISED DowNLOAD/UPLOAD SPEED

Max ADVERTISED SPEED BY

DownNLoAD/UPLOAD .

Census 2010 /'I T
I At Least 1G e

At Least T00M/10M e

At Least 25M/3M //’

At Least 10M/1M A

Burt

Pictured Rocks'
National
o Lakeshore

&
AN,

maemmm—_ TT—

/
Green Haven
/

\

Lavender

-

e

Corner

Melstrand

Hiawaiha

Community Survey Responses
Would you like to work remotely from
Burt Township?

Yes, | currently work full-
time remotely: 4%
No:
14% \
I would but
Internet is
not adequate?
6%
Yes, | would _—o
work part-time: 7%

Yes, | currently work part-time
remotely: 6%

Yes, | would work
full-time: 4%

BY GLENGARIFF GROUP, INC | SPRING 2022

ne that h:

W someone

j«/\;

who had relocated to the U.P. and worked
remotely. Residents aged 30-64 with incomes
greater than $50,000 were most likely to
know someone interested in relocating to the
U.P. This fact hints at the potential for talent
retention and high paying jobs to come in the
form of remote working options. This would
allow working aged adults to move to the U.P.
for reasons other than work such as enhanced
quality of life, recreation opportunities or to be
closer to family.

A DELICATE BALANCE
Continuously repeated throughout community
engagement sessions and survey responses

was the mantra “Growth must be

managed.” Community member are aware
of the need to diversify their population in
order to ensure the school can remain open,
volunteer crews staffed, and the community
can generate the capital needed to install and

Saney

maintain necessary services.

That said, it is the hope of those who
participated in the master planning process
to create a carefully crafted program

for development and settlement of new
residents so the community can continue to
preserve its spectacular natural environment
and small community feel.

The need to respond to a changing
demographic is realized at a much greater
scale than that of Burt Township:

“The demographic future of the nation
relies heavily on its youth and the areas
where they reside, and the challenge in
the decades ahead will be to balance their
needs with the needs of baby boomers
and seniors who are aging-in place
everywhere.”®

8 Frey, W. H. (2011, June). The uneven aging and ‘younging’ of america -
brookings institution. The Uneven Aging and ‘Younging’ of America: State and
Metropolitan Trends in the 2010 Census. Retrieved September 26,2022, from



https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/0628_census_aging_frey.pdf H

This sentiment is echoed by a local community Community Survey Responses smgkNgis

member and paired with a potential strategy: What do you think will be the OMMERCIALIZATION),
“The population is too old and the local most iImporta n?t issue facing . A
economy too dependent on tourism. GM [Grand | Burt Township® SAFETY. 2

Marais] needs younger, more educated high “SuivEY ParTic-

earning full time residents. This is possible with M a n a I PG

remote work options now exploding. GM needs

to grab hold of this opportunity and push for G rOWt '
| . clean water

the infrastructure to support this. Job growth
follows and the increase in the local tax base Snowmobiles + ORV Skgngespustion

drives improvements which makes the area even PrOFECT
more attractive to high earning remote workers. You ng Families school TOO NATURAE
Plenty of struggling communities are following M a ny Peo p I € Affordable Spaces
this path now with impressive results. There is h
the risk of uncontrolled gentrification, but the Housmg TOO meuic
benefits of the demographic change outweighs TO UrISI Community Health
this if the growth is well managed. Déevelopment Jébs
By encouraging new residents to move into EXp|OItatI0n of Natu ral )
the township, existing community fixtures will Resources Keeplng it asis ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND JOB
hopefully remain and new additions may help to Fewer Short-Term Rentals + More Long- O e
compliment them. This encouragement must come Term Housing
with a well defined comm'unlty strategy for groyvth B NUARGER THE FONT THE VIORE
and development. Potential avenues for achieving FREQUENT THE RESPONSE WAS
this balance are discussed in the Economic DETERMINE A GROWTH STRATEGY
Development Toolkit section of Chapter10. UNIQUE TO THE COMMUNITY THAT
o ENHANCES ITS CHARACTER, ALLOWS
s3%  Residents were asked what the most important Among respondents U e s v v A
thing that could be done to improve the 18 - 29, creating BROMOTES SETTLEMENT OF NEW
economy of the Upper Peninsula: fordable housing S ESIDENTS
B September 2021 5
. Bl April 2022 AIR ALL DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS WITH A
wz CAREFUL STUDY OF THE POTENTIAL IMPACT
2o TO VALUABLE AND UNIQUE NATURAL
7 3 14% ASSETS. REJECT PROPOSALS THAT
0 & 10% THREATEN THE PRISTINE NATURAL SPACES.
9 8%
Z 1w 7%
L %
oz Q o ENCOURAGE DIVERSE INDUSTRIES
7 < q
W S| Attract new Attract reate more Improve Provide more TO SETTLE WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP
2521 businessesto and retain affordable infrastructure  worker training PEARARIRAC BANDIREIAINNACENT
S5 the area talented housing AND A YOUNGER DEMOGRAPHIC OF
S&5% workers INDIVIDUALS.




CURRENT STOCK, AVAILABILITY + COMMUNITTY

“Burt Township is right at a decision point. There is currently an okay balance of rental

properties and year-round residential properties however the tipping point is coming where
more nonresident owner properties are there that are rented to vacationers which will price
out people who want to live full time and/or need housing while working in important,service
industry/retail jobs that support the local economy.”

CURRENT HousiNg CONDITIONS

Housing discussions in Burt Township
featured three main topics:

+  Alack of affordable housing options for
the workforce, those on fixed incomes,
and young families

+ Increased competition from those buying

up properties for short term rentals

+ Aneed to attract new working aged
residents to the area which would likely
include a mix of short term, long term,
and affordable housing options

Housing Stock

A closer look at the existing housing stock
within Burt Township reveals 86% of homes
are single-family residential and 10% are two
or more unit structures with 4% designated
as mobile homes or ‘other’units: There is a
strong desire to provide additional housing

options for residents and newcomers and the

single family format can prove to be quite
limiting when it comes to creating affordable
opportunities for housing.

-Survey Participant

The overall condition of homes within the
Township is quite good. The many historic
homes constructed during the lumber

boom have been well maintained and the
community of Grand Marais;specifically, has
a very well-kept feel.

A small number of vacant lots within the
community of Grand Marais allow for
opportunity for infill. This includes Coast
Guard Point which projects outiinto Lake
Superiorand has been largely unoccupied
within recent history. The community of
Grand Marais is constrained by landforms;
situated 2 miles west of the Sucker River
with steep hills framing it on all sides except
its northern edge, defined instead by Lake
Superior. This dramatically affects potential
physical space to expand the community.

Outside Grand Marais’ boundaries the
property plots expand significantly with
sparse development of single family homes
occupying largely wooded areas.

Of the single family residences within the
township, 81% are owner occupied and
19% are rental units. Residents within

Burt Township

include 26% of

householders living alone and only 12% with
at least one person under the age of 18. 82%
of households have at least one person over
the age of 60.

The average household size is 1.57 people.

In comparison, the average household size
within the state of Michigan is 2.49 people.
This disparity indicates a rather low density
of persons per residence. Promoting the
opportunity to host smaller or shared unit
options for the many single person residences
within the community may allow for a higher
density of residents while providing more
suitable accommodations for those who live
alone.

Median gross rent within Alger County

in 2020 was $631a month with an 80%

home ownership rate. Median monthly
homeownership costs for those without

a mortgage were $432 while costs with

a mortgage were $1,108. 32% of home

values are under $100k with 43% between
$100k-$200k. The median home value in Alger 36



County is $141,900 versus $146,600 in Burt
Township.

Considering the real estate market in Burt
Township, at the time of drafting this report,
there were a total of 21 listings featured on a
combination of websites. Of those, only six
featured habitable residences. The homes
were priced between $139,900 and $350,000.
There were no long-term rentals listed and 64
short term rentals advertised on Airbnb.com.

One consideration to increase long-term

rental and permanent housing options could ~ AFFORDABLE HousING
include the conversion of single-family units Burt Township is in dire ne
affordable housing opti

to multi-unit residences. This would provide
additional affordable housing units with lower
maintenance requirements. If done correctly
double without significantly altering the In order to
character of the single family home oriented
community.

Dickinson County recently comple
detailed housing market assessment
few notable findings are listed in the g
box below. Alger County and Burt Townsh
data and survey responses are in keeping wi
these findings.

) C
B RS 2020 01 ISING MARKET ASS

JOB RECRUITERS ARE STRUGGLING TC CT TOP TALENT DUE A
PERCEIVED SHORTAGE IN QUALITY HOU:S ILABILITY.

BARRIERS TO BUILD NEW HOUSING FORMAT 1IGl "RUCTION
COSTS AND FEAR THE MARKET WILL NOT SUPPC \i WOULD
COVER INVESTMENT.

CONVERSION FROM SINGLE FAMILY TO MULTI UNIT RESIDENCES COULD
BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY

This proved a com
the number of habitable residences could discussions as well

a popular discus
hic and largely single
of the township begs the
se who no longer wish
me can live.

“A

sING

LOCAL WORKER:
FAMILIES IS AT CRISIS

STAGE”
=Y PARTICIPANT

*Short-term rentals

are counted as

seasonal, recreational, 200

or occasional use

a subset of vacant

housing units. This

also includes second )
homes and hunting

camps

The City of Munising

and Alger County are
aware of the need for
affordable condo/
townhouse/apartment
style developments and
workforce housing and
have begun to pursue
options to develop these
g. If multi-family, accessible, low-

The chart below illustrates the number of
seholds in comparison to housing units
ailable within the township over the past

0 years. Ironically, there is the continuously
expressed need from the community for
additional housing units, although the graph
seems to illustrate an excess of housing units.
This is largely due in part to the number of
vacant, seasonal, and short term rental units
within the Township.

% Number of households compared to housing units:

Burt Township 2010-2020
800

2010 2015 2020
YEAR 37
Source: American Community Survey (ACS)



THE ‘TipPING POINT’

As discussed in the Economic Development
Chapter, tourism is a large part of the Burt
Township economy and initial vacations in
the township have inspired new residents to
settle in this picturesque little community.
These experiences wouldn’t have been had
without the availability of short term rentals
or perhaps the destination of Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore. These new residents,
some of whom attended every workshop, are
eager to partake in community planning and
volunteer boards. One challenge is finding the
right balance of rental units and full time or
long term housing options.

The growing number of short term rentals
within the community was of great concern
to many who participated in the planning
process. Community members noted the
lack of investment those who visited the
community had in its long term sustainability
and cleanliness. Also, those shoppingfor full
time residences were often competing with
others in search of investment opportunities
in the form of short term rental units.

This competition between the economic
benefits gleaned from additional rental units
and visitors versus increased competition for
housing of full time residents proves a tricky
problem. This dilemma is common to those
in much of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and
temporary short term rental unit moratoriums
are in place in countless communities
throughout the state. One method to reduce
the need for single family residences to serve
as short term rental units is to develop a
motel/hotel. With the closing of the North

Houswa e
term rental void was

created within the community. By reintroducing
this smaller/multiple unit short stay option some
short term rental needs may be alleviated.

Chapter 10 will offer additional strategies to strike
the appropriate balance between short term
rental market housing and long term and full time
occupied residences.

Community Survey Responses

What strategy would you prefer for Regi®
dential growth management?

No growth:

Burt Towns
housing is out ¢

4

wnship’s housing
ers from blight.

IDVSI(] YON
IOV YIHLEN

\
\

PRESERVE
QUuAINT
CHARACTE

PRroOTECT
NATURAK
SPACES

THE TOWNSHIP SHOULD AFFIRMATIVELY

SUPPORT AFFORDABLE HOUSING.

THE SHORT-TERM RENTAL ENVIRONMENT
MUST BE MANAGED.

WHEN CONSIDERING HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS PRIORITIZE PRESERVING
VIEWSHEDS, ESPECIALLY THOSE OF THE
BAY AND BEACHES

CREATE COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD AND
HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ZONES AND
COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS.







RANSPORTATION, WATER, SEWAGEF, STC-MWATER + GREEN
ENERGY OPTIONS

Public spaces, private utilities, transportation networks and community'services are all facets of every day modern
life we have grown accustomed to. When any one of these is disrupted it isiimmediately‘@apparent how reliant we are
upon these services. It is critical the community realize the significahce of installing and maintaining these facilities in
working order to sustain a viable, safe and healthy community for generations to,come.

EMERGENCY INFRASTRUCTURE

The rural character of Burt Township is a
large part of its appeal but can also prove
dangerous if the community is not properly
equipped for emergencies. With increased
potential for extreme weather events this
issue has compounded. As the township
already documents over 300 inches of
snow in some winters it is critical people
have access to the services required to stay
healthy and safe.

These include access to power, heat, and
water. As well as cleared roads to get to work,
school, the grocery store, and the doctor.

The township has a fire chief, assistant chief
and secretary within their fire department.
Volunteer emergency medical personnel

and firemen are readily needed within

the community. When asked whether one
would be interested in volunteering for
either position in the community survey the
overwhelming response was either they had
already served in these positions and/or they
were too old to volunteer.

The lack of access to medical services was a
frequent concern. The township leases the
Sandee Sibbald Medical Center to medical care
providers. Currently a Physician’s Assistant
based in Munising provides services in Grand
Marais once a month. The desire to have a
more consistent medical staffer available and
additional services offered was noted.

UTILITIES

Grand Marais upgraded their city water system
in 2013. This roughly $5 million dollar system
was funded by a USDA Rural Development
Grant and loan package. To ensure the
community continues to preserve high water
quality, a sewer system must also be installed
to replace aging septic systems.

A public workshop was hosted by Matt
Treado and Chris Holmes of U.P. Engineers and
Architects to discuss sewer infrastructure

in the community. A short presentation was
followed by hours of questions. Cost was
the primary concern. With the installation
of a multi-million dollar facility in such a tiny
community a clear understanding of cost
implications and potential available grant
matching funds must be generated.

A separate workshop was hosted on June,
21st, 2022 to discuss green energy options
within the community. Michael Larson with
Michigan Energy Options presented and
fielded questions. Topics included the need
for electrical vehicle charging stations, low
impact methods and locations for solar
installations and example green energy
projects in Michigan. Each of these topics will
be explored in greater detail on the following

pages.

“A MEDICAL

CLINIC WITH WALK=IN
SERVICES OPERATING EVEN
AS FEW AS 3 HOURS A DAY,

MONDAY - SATURDAY, HEADED

BY MAYBE A PA WOULD GREATLY

BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY,
ALONG WITH A PHARMACY THAT
COULD SUPPLY THE CLINIC’S
OWN PRESCRIPTIONS.”

-COMMUNITY MEMBER

“No
COMMERCIALLY

SUPPORTED SYSTEM
FOR RETIRED AND AGING
SENIORS AND CERTAINLY NO

MEDICAL AND EMERGENCY
UPPORT FOR THE AGED”

~SURVEY PARTICIPANT



PuBLic WoRrks, WATER & SEWER

Burt Township currently has a department of
public works with two water operators who
are responsible for maintenance, a water
billing clerk, and the water administrator.

The Burt Township municipal water system is
available to most businesses and residences
within Grand Marais village limits. A monthly
base fee is assessed for the ready to use
service and as of 2022 stands at $46 with
additional charges added at a rate of $7.28
per 1,000 gallons usage.

The Burt Township workshop discussions and
surveys revealed a concern from citizens of
the fee being too high for those

struggling to afford

basic expenses.

U.P. Engineers’ Chris Holmes presented a
draft of the community sewer system layout
and design that would consist of a lagoon
system for treatment and would provide
service from Coast Guard Point upto Wilson
Street. It was noted when infrastructure
projects are completed it is often a good
idea to take a ‘Complete Streets’ approach
that considers more than just the installation
of underground utilities. For the example of
Burt Township, green spaces for stormwater
infiltration and treatment, sidewalk and
street paving could also be completed. (see
illustration on page 40)

The question of how to fund a community
sewer system for such a small population
area was the main topic of discussion.

As previously expressed the base charge
associated with the water infrastructure is
already a difficult fee for many within the
community to cover. With the addition of
a sewer system monthly bill already tight
budgets would be even harder hit.

WATER SYSTEM BURT TOWNSHIP

Courtesy of U.P. Engineers and Architects, Inc
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Rain gardens clean
water flowing off hard
surfaces naturally,
before polluted runoff
gets into water bodies.

ExampLE CoMPLETE STREETS DESIGN

Courtesy of U.P. Engineers and Architects, Inc
o
[ )
[ )

Repucing HARMFUL RUNOFF POLLUTANTS

Courtesy of The Nature Conservancy

There are multiple funding opportunities

for community sewer and water systems
and it was recommended by the presenters
the township prepare their sewer plans

and submit them into the grant application
hoppers so when adequate funding does
become available the community is ready
to apply and move forward with the project. ~
The engineers noted up to 80% of project f
fees have been covered by outside funding . !

LAKE SUPERIOR GRAND MARAIS HARBOR

GRAND MARAIS HARBOR

sources on other similarly sized projects. The

'_L i
@€ =Y o

s T %
Clean Water State Revolving Fund program I/W‘ 1A% =24
provides low cost financing for municipal
wastewater facilities. An additional funding
source recently introduced is included in

Public Act 53.

Research concerning potential funding — )

sources must be carried out to determine the \ . TH:';:i: :_):' :zv:lz: fma
max!mum a33|§tance the community could — PROPOSED Ak LARGE=SCALE HlcH
receive for the installation of a wastewater COLLECTION T ——
treatment system and to determine how SYSTEM WOULD DESTROY THE PRESENT,
much of the cost would need to be covered ATTRACTIVE CHARACTER OF OLD
by the community. TowN G.M.”

-SURVEY PARTICIPANT

BurT TowNsHIP | DRAFT PROPOSED SEWER SYSTEM LAYouT PLAN
Courtesy of U.P. Engineers and Architects, Inc
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The question as to whether a phased
installation of the sewer system could be
implemented to space out costs was asked
during the workshop. This method would not
work well as the majority of the costs must
happen up front including the construction
of the lagoon system and installation of the
pump stations. The sizing of the sewer line
also has to be matched to the proposed
coverage area as to reduce the potential for
sewage to sit within the lines.

LEGEND

The overwhelming consensus at the
workshop was that the need for a sewer
system was inevitable, but a

complete understanding of total cost
and what share would be passed on to
the users was needed.

/'//V
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[

EAST BAY

ENGINEERS & ARCHITECTS L

EXISTING COMMERCIAL BLDG.
EXISTING RESIDENTIAL BLDG.
PROPOSED GRAVITY SEWER

PROPOSED FORCE MAIN

PROPOSED LOW PRESSURE SEWER

FORCEMAIN
ROUTE N

/]

“SEWER-

THIS IS SO

IMPORTA

"THE ECOLOGICAL AND

SUSTAINABILITY/OF TH
ARE4’

“Not MANY
IMPROVEMENTS

FOR THE COMMUNITY
AS A WHOLE -~ MOST

Community Survey Responses
TO TRANSITIONAL
TOURISM”

-COMMUNITY MEMBER

How w@lilldyou rate community
improvementsyincluding...

...the public water
system

Athe’breakwall
installation

[

S
S

900%

T

“FINGER
DOCKS SHOULD
BE ADDED TO
THE MARINA TO
GENERATE MORE
INCOME”

-~COMMUNITY MEMBER

“THERE
SHOULD HAVE
BEEN AN ARM OF
THE BREAKWALL

T FOR

THE EAST”

-COMMUNITY MEMBER

-COMMUNITY N EMBER

A VA A e SV ST ETA,

: > > —i\fi,_,,__e:-:vzsr.

Il

I’

What strategy would you prefer for
Commercial growth management?
No Growth:

Growth

" encouraged:
23%

Growth

o_takesits
OWn Course:

Yo

Planned +
structure
growth: 51%

HAVE BEEN ORIENTED
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RENEWABLE ENERGY and perhaps ORV and snowmobile charging this discussion defining the right balance of
The Renewable Energy workshop was hosted by  stations in the future. renewable options while eliminating the need
Michael Larson with Michigan Energy Options Renewable energy options are rapidly evolving to disturb pristine portions of Burt Township’s
who specializes in solar installations and more and poised to overtake coal as the largest source peaceful and exquisite landscape.

recently vehicle charging infrastructure. The of electricity generation by early 2025. ° This
nearly 30 attendees expressed interest in both of signals a need to keep updated on'changing
these forms of energy infrastructure. One family energy options. The community must continue
offered up a segment of their own land to host a

community co-op style solar farm.

9 Shao, E. (2022, December 6). Renewables will overtake

coal by early 2025, Energy Agency says. The New York Times.
Retrieved December 20,2022, from https://www.nytimes.
com/2022/12/06/climate/iea-renewable-energy-coal.html

Community Survey Responses

A wind turbine installation
would be acceptable if...

Alarge solar array installation
would be acceptable if...

Within the survey responses, citizens expressed
concerns with installing renewable energy

infrastructure on a large scale. They noted issues
such as the need to remove trees in order to
construct solar and wind farms as well as high
material/installation costs, and whether there is
enough sunlight in Burt’s climate for solar to be
effective. Survey response tallys are featured in
the charts to the right.

Michael provided examples of solar installations
on previously disturbed land such as old landfills
and abandoned mining sites. Solar infrastructure
is becoming increasingly more efficient and cost
competitive with other fossil fuel burning options.
Alger Delta Cooperative is the current electric
supplier within Burt Township and does provide
some rebates for those who install renewable
energy infrastructure on their properties and
feed energy back into the grid. There are also
incentives at the state and federaldevel for new
installations but one must keep up to date on
these opportunities as they are continuously
changing.

As the community of Grand Marais and larger Burt
Township region is off the main highway the need
for vehicle charging stations was also discussed.
Examples of campground retrofit charging
stations seemed to be the easiest to install as

the power infrastructure is already in place. The
township should consider other fiscal avenues
and locations for installing electric vehicle

Never

acceptable
[42% :
Anvt

It was > 1
I ro n
h e: 5%

It was > 2 miles

1 my home:

)

“L EAVE
NATURAL
AREAS THE WAY
THEY ARE.”

-COMMUNITY MEMBER

“THERE IS
ENOUGH WIND ON
EARTH TO MORE THAN
POWER THE WORLD. Use
IT. GIVE TAX BREAKS FOR
INSTALLING IT”

MMUNITY MEMBER

Why?

Never
table :
5% Anytime
a 29%

It was<1/2
mile from my
house: 3%

It was > 12 mile
from my home:6%
It was > 2 miles
from my home:

26% \ {

»

“IT TAKES So
MANY RESOURCES
AND SO MUCH ENERGY
TO BUILD ONE THAT THEY
COULD SPIN THEMSELVES
INTo oBLIVION AND NEVER
GENERATE ENOUGH ENERGY
TO PAY FOR THEIR OWN
CONSTRUCTION”




TRANSPORTATION

Burt Township is a very rural community that
experiences intense winter storms. For any
community in this situation, maintaining a
connection to neighboring communities is

critical. ENHANCE ENcourAc
LIVABILITY SUSTAINABLE
Alger County Transit, Altran, provides seasonal GROWTH

Trolley Shuttles from Grand Marais to Munising
on a daily basis for a fee of $24. Altran also
hosts a seasonal backpacking shuttle service
along H58 between Munising and Grand Sable
Visitor’s Center. Both shuttle service options SPAUES
require reservations and details can be found
at: https://www.altranbus.com/

By ARr

2OTE PRESERVE
\L. QuaAINT
CHARACTE

Recreation and Transportation go hand in

hand in Burt Township. With an abundance of
snowmobile riders in the winter months and off
road vehicle riders in the summer months there
is an extensive network of motorized trails for
transport. There are also the silent sport modes
of transport including biking, hiking, skiing,

and paddling. Visitors to the towns i

DEVELOP AND KEEP AN UPDATED
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN THAT
ADDRESSES THE MANAGEMENT AND
INSTALLATION OF PUBLIC ASSETS.

By WATER

ENHANCE THE COMMUNITY

STREETSCAPE PROMOTING ALL MODES OF
TRANSPORTATION AND FRAMING VIEWS OF
LAKE SUPERIOR AND THE BAY.

those who come to the township and tra
many modes of transport should be a priori

vehicle use and enforcement are . TAKE THE LONG VIEW: MONITOR AND
PRESERVE WATER QUALITY AS WELL AS
IDENTIFY AND PROMOTE THE USE OF
SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS AND RENEWABLE
ENERGY SOLUTIONS WITHIN THE
COMMUNITY.

for those wishing to carry out nec
trips to neighboring communities is
needed. Pairing a future affordable ho
development with a shuttle service tha
provides weekly transport to neighboring
communities might be one option.

dedicated, all season, transport
ch as this would provide a level
ection and comfort for those with
ansportation limitations.

DETERMINE A METHOD OF
FUNDING FOR AND PURSUE GRANT
OPPORTUNITIES TO INSTALL A
COMMUNITY SEWER SYSTEM.




EXISTING + PROPOSED LAND USE + ZONI}N©G
PAIRED WITH SCHEDULE OF ZONI™ G DISTRICT REGULATIONS

THE PREFERRED FUTURE

The previous chapters of the Master Plan
provide an overview of the existing conditions
in Burt Township and surrounding areas. A
Future Land Use Plan is representative of

the “preferred future” of how the Township
desires to grow and the Plan includes
recommendations on how development
should be implemented. A Future Land Use
Plan is based on analyses of environmental
opportunities and constraints, existing trends
and conditions and projected future land

use needs. While developing a Future Land
Use/Zoning Plan, the Planning Commission
was assigned the difficult task of projecting
development within Burt Township,
envisioned over the next five to ten years. The
Goals and Policies presented in the Chapter 10
and principles of sound Land Use Planning are
the foundation upon which this Future Land
Use Chapter is based.

Future land use planning establishes the
desired amounts and locations of residential,
commercial, and industrial development;
public facilities; open space; environmental
conservation and recreational areas; and

changes or improvements to the local traffic
and road circulation systems. This chapter
also presents a Zoning Plan, which along with
the relevant parts of the Future Land Use
Plan, is intended to guide the implementation
and future changes to the Township’s Zoning
Ordinance.

The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (MZEA)
Sec. 203 (1) requires that zoning be based

on a “Plan” Similarly, the Michigan Planning
Enabling Act (MPEA) Sec. 7 (2), sets forth the
purpose forwhich a Master Plan must be
created. In order for a Master Plan to serve as
the basis for future zoning, it should promote
the purposesin the MZEA and MPEA.

A“Zoning Plan” is another term for a “Zone
Plan” which is used in the Michigan Zoning
Enabling Act (PA 110 of 2006) and the Michigan
Planning Enabling Act (PA 33 of 2008). Section
33(2) (d) of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act
requires a Master Plan to include:

“..a Zoning Plan for various Zoning Districts
controlling the height, area, bulk, location, and
use of buildings and premises. The Zoning Plan
shall include an explanation of how the land

use categories on the Future Land Use Map
relate to the Districts on the Zoning Map.”

A Zoning Plan describes:

*The purpose, general location, and main uses
allowed for each existing and proposed zoning
district;

*The difference between the land use
categories of the Future Land Use Map and
those found on the Zoning Map;

*The recommended standards for the
schedule of regulations concerning height,
bulk, setback, yard, lot size and related
features.

*The existing Zoning Map, along with
proposed changes, clearly details the
circumstances under which those changes
should be made.

Standards or criteria to be used to consider
rezonings consistent with the Master Plan.

The relationship between the Master Plan and
Zoning Ordinance is often misunderstood. The
Master Plan is a guide for Land Use; the Zoning
Ordinance regulates the existing land use. The
Master Plan is not a binding, legal document
however, the Zoning Ordinance by law is an



adopted township ordinance and must be Ordinance are discussed throughout the

followed by Burt Township residents and following sections and necessary changes
anyone intending to develop or do business can be pursued as the need or opportunity
within the township. The future land use presents itself. The Planning Commission’s

recommended for an area may be the same as jntent is to identify major goals and

the existing zoning for that area, while in some recommendations they desire to implement

cases the future land use recommended is and begin to work on the corresponding zoning
different from the existing zoning. The Future  changes required.

Land Use Map does not change the existing

zoning district in an area. A property owner The complete Master Plan, including the
must utilize the property as it is currently Future Land Use Map are tools to be used
zoned an.d according to all of the sta}ndards by the Planning Commission and Township rllz":::f\[ ZRESERVE
and requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. Board during the process of making land S CUAINT
. . use decisions, capital PACES HARACTER
The Master Plan is a guide for Land Use; the iR |- 1 ning

Zoning Ordinance regulates the existing land  andengoingreevaluation

. T and modification of Burt
use. The Master Plan is not a binding, legal B nship’s ol

document however, the Zoning Ordinance by | Implementation

I . d d h 5 d of the general 4 PROMOTE ZONING AND LAND USE POLICIES
awisana Opte TOWﬂS lp oralnance and recommendations in this THAT ALLOW FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
must be followed by Burt Township residents  Plan willtake place over MULTIPLE UNIT RESIDENCES WITHIN THE

. . . ti d ti t FABRIC OF THE TOWNSHIP.
and anyone intending téxdevelop qiftle Business "™Me BiEAe contingen

upon many factors,
within the TOWHShip. including economic
conditions, changing
trends in development,

CREATE A CLEAR, UNAMBIGUOUS
ZONING ORDINANCE THAT PRESERVES
THE QUALITIES OF DOWNTOWN GRAND

The Future Land Use Map reflects the availability of utilities and services, budget M

conclusion that land use patterns in‘Burt limitations and township priorities. ARASIIHE COMMBNITIEEOVES:
Township will continue to be heavily

influenced by the Lake Superior shoreline and CURRENT ZONING DisTRICTS + ZONING PLAN CONTINUE TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC

by the significant portion of Burt Township
lands held in public ownership, including
the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
and the Lake Superior State Forest. Other
major considerations which help shape

LANDS, LAKESHORE + RIVER DISTRICT,
AND RECREATION/FOREST AREAS WHILE
PRESERVING VIEWS AND NATURAL
BEAUTY WITHIN THE BAY DISTRICT

the Future Land Use Map are a desire to CREATE A DISTRICT THAT ALLOWS
establish appropriate land uses and densities FOR MIXED USE AFFORDABLE
throughout the township as well as provide HOUSING OPTIONS AND COMMERCIAL

suitable areas for residential uses. Potential DEVELOPMENT WITH THE OPPORTUNITY
updates to the Burt Township Zoning TO PROVIDE ESSENTIAL AMENITIES.
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Burt Township is currently divided into thirteen
zoning districts. The intent and general purpose
for each zoning district listed within the Master
Plan have been obtained directly from the
Zoning Ordinance. The permitted by right and
conditional uses within each zoning district are
listed in the specific district regulations of the
Burt Township Zoning Ordinance (Article Ill).

A Schedule of Regulations is included for the
existing zoning districts.

DistricT Bay

ExisTing LAND UsSE + ZONING

DistricT R-1: RESIDENTIAL ONE

The R-1, Residential One, District is intended for
the establishment and preservation of quiet
neighborhoods for single-family dwellings free
from other uses except those which are:both
compatible with and convenient to the residents
in this District. The R-1 District is designed to
accommodate residential opportunities for those
who are willing to assume the costs of providing
their own services, insuring a safe, potable water
supply and treatment of wastewater on the same
lot.

DistricT R-2: RESIDENTIAL TWO

The R-2, Residential Two, is intended for the
establishment and preservation of quiet
neighborhoods for single-family dwellings:and
two-family dwellings free from other uses exeept
those which are both compatible with and
convenient to the residents in this District. The R-2
District is designed to accommodate residential
opportunities for those who are willing to assume

the costs of providing their own services, requiring Streets in this District may not follow a traditional
spacious lots, ensuring a safe, potable water supply grid pattern and shall include amenities such as

and treatment of wastewater on the same lot.

ZONING DISTRICTS

[ 1 : InpusTRIAL
C-1: CoMMERcIAL ONE
. C-2 : CoMMERCIAL Two
R-1: ResiDENTIAL ONE
R-2 : ResiDENTIAL TWO
LS/R : LAKESHORE + RIVER
[l BAv : Bay DistricT
RP : REsource ProbucTION
RF : RecreaTioN/FOREST
PR : Picturep Rocks DisTrICT

. RM/IBZ : RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
INLAND BUFFER ZONE

SD/TP-IBZ : SEasonaL DWELLING/TIMBER
ProbD. INLAND BUFFER ZONE

Il NR : Fox River NATURAL RIVER DISTRICT
FuTure LAND Usk

PROPOSED DISTRICTS

DD : DowNTOWN DISTRICT
. GC : GENERAL COMMERCIAL
+NR : NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL
. SR : SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL
. LS/R : LAKESHORE + RIVER
. BAy : BAy DisTriCT
PL : PuBLic LANDs
RF : REcrReATION/FOREST
RP : REsource PRODUCTION
. RM/IBZ : RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
INLAND BUFFER ZONE

. SD/TP-IBZ : SEAsoNAL DWELLING/TIMBER
Probp. INLAND BUFFER ZONE

I NR : Fox River NATURAL RIVER DIsSTRICT
STRATEGIES + POTENTIAL ZONING CHANGES

DistricT NR: NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL
The NR, Neighborhood Residential, Districtis
intended to preserve the quiet heighborhood
atmosphere free from other uses except for
these which are compatible and convenient to

the residents in the District. It is primarily located
within the heart of Grand Marais and is comprised
of single family dwellings with garages laid out in a
grid pattern with small lots. The area may include
duplexes or other forms of two-family dwellings

including an accessory.dwelling unit.

DistricT SR: SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL

This district is composed of single family housing
on larger lots with lower density than that of the
Neighborhood Residential District. This District
supports not only single family residences but also

CHANGES

Intent: To provide the opportunity for
increased affordable housing stock within
Grand Marais’ Downtown area while
preserving neighborhood character.

Rental of single family homes shall be
discussed in relation to other lodging options.

CHANGES

Intent: To provide both lower density
residential development and higher density
affordable housing options just outside of
the Grand Marais downtown core.

condominium developments located near or along

highway M-77. Condominium developments are
characterized by side-by-side dwelling units where

an exterior door leads to each individual unit.

public transportation and recreation access.

Connections to township amenities including
recreational corridors, public transportation
stops, and commercial districts shall be
encouraged.
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ExisTiNg LAND USE + ZONING

DisTricT BAYy

This district is intended to protect the fragile
eco-system in the coastal area, while at the same
time permitting residential and recreational
development and limiting other uses that are
compatible with the area. Any development in the
Bay District must be accomplished in a manner
that preserves the qualities found within the Lake
Superior coastline as well as protecting the Piping
Plover, a listed endangered species.

DisTricT LS/R: LAKESHORE AND RIVER

The LS/R, Lakeshore/River, District is established
and maintained for residential and recreational
use to those areas with frontage on inland lakes
and the rivers, which because of their natural
characteristics and accessibility, are suitable

for development and to preserve the visual
appearance and accessibility of the water area
but still permit development along the shoreline.
The lot requirements are intended, among other
things, to reduce the spread of fire in the event of
conflagration and to provide safe conditions for
on-site water supply and on-site sewage disposal.

DistricT NR: Fox RiveErR NATURAL RiVER DistricT DisTrRIeT NR: Fox RivER NATURAL RIVER DisTRICT

To preserve, protect and enhance the Fox River
environment and to keep it in a natural state for
the use and enjoyment of the populace,Burt
Township hereby incorporates the adopted “Fox
River Natural River Plan” into and as'part of its
Township Zoning Ordinance.

DisTricT C-1: CoMMERCIAL ONE

The C-1, Commercial One, District is established to
preserve a district for residential, retail and service
establishments, and certain governmental uses
that are compatible with a small-town setting
serving residents and tourists. This district is
designed for small unincorporated town areas
where a mix of residential and retail is in accord
with established patterns of land use and the
needs of nearby residents.

Future LanD Use

DistricT Bay
Same as existing land use.

DistricT LS/R: LAKESHORE AND RIVER

Same as existing land use, with the addition of
preserving views from land behindwaterfront sites
and from the water looking back toward the land.

To preserve, protect and enhance the Fox River and
its various tributaries. Incorporate water quality
management and access strategies outlined in the
Michigan DNR Fox River Natural River Plan of 1988:

HTTPS: J/ WWW.MICHIGAN.GOV/DNR/=/MEDIA/PROJECT/WEBSITESDNR/

DocuMENTs/ FisHerIES/NATURALRIVERS/PLAN_FOXRIVER.
PDF?REV=967037A48088409442Fr090288325158¢

DistricT DD: DownTOWN DISTRICT

The Downtown District features a variety of small
shops, government uses, and mixed use historic
buildings along the northernmost segment of M-77
in'Grand Marais.

Grand Marais’ downtown offers a market, gas
station, hardware store, outfitter, restaurants, and
tourist oriented establishments.

STRATEGIES + POTENTIAL ZONING CHANGES
CHANGES

Intent: To clarify potential forms of development
withiin this area including small scale commercial
or mixed use development.

Zoning ordinance may specify a certain setback
requirement from the waterfront as well as
restrict building heights in order to preserve
views from land and water.

CHANGES

Intent: To ensure development is properly

sited within a lot preserving and, if needed,
establishing vegetation within a specified buffer
zone along waterfronts. Development must
take measures to minimize erosion and preserve
water quality.

Areas experiencing significant waterfront erosion
are adequately mapped and development
proposals are outside of future erosion patterns.
Provide adequate site setbacks from floodplain
areas with increased frequency and intensity of
storm events.

CHANGES

Intent: Continued support to preserve and
enhance the Fox River corridor and basin per the
MDNR plan.

CHANGES

Intent: To keep the character of the downtown
intact, ensuring the historic nature of the
buildings and mom and pop storefronts continue
to thrive.

Enhance the streetscape and provide better
access for all user types. Embrace the complete
streets approach to planning and design 50
within the downtown district.



ExisTING LAND UsE + ZONING

DistricT C-2: CoMMERCIAL Two

The C-2, Commercial Two, District is established to
preserve an area for light industrial and commmercial
establishments along with residential uses.

DistricT RF: RECREATIONAL FOREST DISTRICT

This district is designed to promote the proper use,
enjoyment and conservation of the forest, water, land,
topographic, geologic, historic, and other resources of
the township adapted to recreational uses and/or forest
industries. To facilitate such uses, certain commercial
and other services may be authorized through the
Conditional Use permit process.

DistricT RP: REsource ProbucTiON

The RP, Resource Production, District is established

to maintain low density rural areas which because of
their rural character and location, accessibility, natural
characteristics and the potentially high cost of providing
public services for intensive uses are more suitable for a
wide range of forestry, agriculture, natural resources and
recreational uses.

DisTricT I: INDUSTRIAL

The I, Industrial, District is designed and intended for
manufacturing, assembling, fabricating,
businesses, storage, mineral extraction, and other
commercial activities which may require larger sites
and isolation from many kinds of other land uses and

to make provisions for commercial uses necessary to
service the immediate needs of an industrial area.
DistricT PR: PicTurep Rocks DiIsTRICT

This district includes the lands of the shoreline zone

of the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore (PRNL);
established by Public Law 89-668 to preserve the
scenery and outstanding natural features and “."to
provide the benefits of public recreation” It is the intent
of the Congress that the National Park Service manage
and develop the PRNL to protect the area’s scenery and
natural features and provide for public recreation.

Future LAND Use

STRATEGIES + POTENTIAL ZONING CHANGES

DistricT GC: GENERAL COMMERCIAL

The C-2 District may include light industrial,
commercial and residential mixed use
developments. Buildings here aresto be no

greater than three stories with'parking areas
that capture and infiltrate all stormwater runoff
on site incorporating energy efficient design
strategies into both site and structure'designs.

DistricT RF: RECREATIONAL FOREST DiSTRICT

Same as existing land use.

DistricT RP: RESource PRODUCTION

May incorporate recreation corridors and access
points such as boat launches, fishing trails, and

trailheads.

DistricT I: REMOVED

d . This zone is deemed unnecessary as the General
and processing.  commercial District incorporates light industrial

activity within the township.

DistricT PL: PuBLic LANDS

The Public Lands District will continue to be
preserved and maintained for low-intensity
activities and public enjoyment and ecological

conservation.

CHANGES

To serve as the commercial corridor for the
Suburban Residential zone, incorporating
some mixed use and condominium
developments on the edge of the two zones.
This incorporates the small industrial district
featured in the previous land use/zoning plan.

CHANGES
No change.

CHANGES

May incorporate opportunities to enhance
access to recreation though the creation
of recreational trails and development of
recreation amenities.

CHANGES

This district is removed as it has been
incorporated in the the GC (General
Commercial) District.

CHANGES

This District now incorporates the
Department of Natural Resources property
and the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore, as
established by Public Law 89-668.
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ExisTing LAND UsE + ZONING
District SD/TP-IBZ: SeasonAL DwELLING/TIMBER
ProbucTioN - INLAND BUFFER ZONE
To establish and maintain for low intensity and
seasonal use those areas within the Inland Buffer
Zone of the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
as established by Public Law 89- 668, which
because of their location, accessibility, soils, and
other characteristics are best suited for timber
production, seasonal dwelling, and outdoor
recreational uses.

DisTricT RM-1BZ: REsourRcE MANAGEMENT — INLAND BUFFER
ZONE

To establish and maintain for low intensity use
those areas of the Pictured Rocks National
Lakeshore Inland Buffer Zone as established

by Public Law 89-668, which because of

their location, accessibility, soils, drainage,

and other characteristics are suitable for the
development of single-family seasonal and year-
round residences, for timber management and
agricultural purposes, and for outdoor recreational
uses.

DisTricT SC-IBZ: SEAsoNAL COMMERCIAL - INLAND BUFFER
ZONE

Intent: To establish and maintain areasfor
seasonal commercial uses within the Pictured
Rocks National Inland Buffer Zone as established
by Public Law 89-668 to service the needs of
lakeshore visitors and other tourists in rural
areas. Uses should be conceived and planned

so that they will not require year-round road
access and other services commonly found'in
more accessible areas. Commercial uses should
be limited to those needed to provide necessary
services to the lakeshore visitor and so located so
as not to detract from the visitor’s enjoyment of
the lakeshore.

DisTricT RR-IBZ: RURAL RESIDENTIAL - INLAND BUFFER ZONE
Intent: To establish and maintain a low intensity
use rural residential environment for those areas
of the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore Inland
Buffer Zone as established by Public Law 89-668,
which because of their location, accessibility, soils,
drainage, and other characteristics are suitable
for the development of single-family, year-round
dwellings.

Future LanD Use STRATEGIES + POTENTIAL ZONING CHANGES

INLAND BUFFER ZONES CHANGES
The four categories of Inland Buffer Zones were None.
established by Public Law 89-668 and Burt

Township will have to work closely withithe

National Parks Service to make any/desired

changes. It is recommended the township begin
conversations with the National Parks Service'to

generate a better understanding of how these

zoning districts came to be and what flexibility

there is in better defining development parameters

and adjusting the district borders if determined
necessary.

Although there are four different Inland Buffer
Zones defined only two'are present in the currently
adopted zoning map/for Burt Township.
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ScHEDULE oF ZoNING DisTRICT REGULATIONS

SETBACK
PROPOSED MINIMUM LOT MINIMUM LOT FRONT SIDE REAR MAXIMUM MAXIMUM LOT
DISTRICTS SIZE WIDTH (FEET)A HEIGHT (FEET) COVERAGE RATIO
DD: DowNTOWN 20,000 sa Ft 100 15 10 15 30 100%
DisTRICT
GC: GENERAL 20,000 sa FT 100 15 15 15 30 60%
COMMERCIAL
NR : NEIGHBORHOOD 20,000 sa FT 100 15 10 15 30 (D) 60%
RESIDENTIAL
SR : SUBURBAN 20,000 sa FT 100 15 10 15 30 (p) 60%
RESIDENTIAL
LS/R : LAKESHORE + 30,625 sa FT 175 75 15 15 30 25%
RIVER
Bay : Bay DisTrICT 20,000 sa Ft 100 15 10 15 26 (p) 20%
PL : PusLic LANDs - - - - - - =
RF : RecreaTioN/ 10 AcRES 300 15 15 15 30 7%
FoREST
RP : RESOURCE 10 ACRES 300 15 15 15 30 7%
ProbpucTION
RM/IBZ : RESOURCE 10 ACRES 330 100 50 50 30
MANAGEMENT: INLAND -
BUFFER ZONE | |
SD/TP-IBZ : SEa- 20 ACRES 660 150 50 50 30
soNAL DWELLING/
TiMBER PRroD. INLAND -
BuUFFER ZONE
NR : Fox RIvER 5 ACRES 330 100 (F) 15 15 30 7%

NATURAL RIVER
DistrICT (G)
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FOOTNOTES

monw >

Tom

Lot width shall be measured at front setback line and shall not include any encumbrances, such as easements or other such

restrictions.

An accessory building or structure may be located 6 feet from a side lot line.

An accessory building or structure in the NR, SR and BAY districts may be located twenty (20) feet from the rear lot line.
An accessory building or structure shall not exceed the maximum allowable height of the principal structure.

All structures shall be provided with access to their rear yard, with a minimum of thirty (30) feet clear and unobstructed
access way or easement. Setbacks from the existing residential parcels shall be: 50 feet for all buildings; 25 feet for
driveways, entrances or exits; and 10 feet for parking areas.

The front setback is measured from the Ordinary High Water Mark.

All structures must be setback at least 50 feet from the top of a bluff and outside of the floodplain.

The determination of lot size when adjoining a road shall be made as if the road was a part of the lot in question. For
example, a 20 acre parcel fronting on a road will lose approximately one-half acre in the road

right-of-way. This will then make the parcel size 19.5 acres, however, it will still conform to the 20 acre minimum lot size
requirement.

The minimum landscaped open space ratio shall be twenty-five (25) percent in the C-1 district.

Customary accessory buildings or structures shall be at least located thirty (30) feet from the rear lot line and water front.

Rear setback for parcels not abutting water courses shall be thirty (30) feet from all structures.
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VISUALIZING THE GRAND MARAIS STREETSCAPE

Burt Township has the potential to serve as the eastern gateway to Picturetl Rocks National Lakeshore. The spectacular
scenery, abundance of recreational opportunities, and quaint community atosphere are,all endearing characteristics.
With careful planning and a community desire to embrace new residents and visitors, the petential for this off the
beaten path Upper Peninsula community is endless. This chapter will explore,various themes that.if addressed could
continue to nurture the beauty and character of the Township while ensuring @aisuccessful and eeconomically viable
existence for future generations.
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The community of Grand Marais has already begun to define strategies for achieving the goals outlined within each
master plan chapter. This progress report highlights efforts already underway with ongoing public input.
(Supplied by Elise Cormier, PLA at Smart Landscapes)

CoasT GUARD PoInT

Conduct harbor study on water
quality, sediment transport,
shoreline stabilization, and
flooding. Develop harbor
management plan

Enhance the unique dune
habitat with monarch-friendly
plantings and invasive plant
species removal, in partnership
with Superior Watershed
Partnership, National Park
Service, U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers, Alger County
Conservation District, and
Lake-to-Lake Cooperative
Invasive Species Management
Area

Develop neighborhood park
with bay overlook at the former
Coast Guard boat launch, with
resident input and historical
signage

MARINA

Evaluate recreation carrying
capacity of harbor.to maintain
safe, diverse water recreation
opportunities and quality level of
service forboaters

#) Complete marina paving plan
updates

) Support community events such
as the annual fishing tournament

Develop a management plan for
marina and harbor to consider
existing and future activities
(public swimming beach, ice
fishing, float planes, charter
fishing boats, research vessels,
pleasure craft / sailboats, non-
motorized watercraft / kayaks)

PARK IMPROVEMENTS

Ongoing updates to Woodland
Park Campground to streamline
maintenance and reinvigorate
the historic natural setting
while ensuring the park is

not overcrowded. Revisit the
business plan and recreation
capacity management plan to
support long-term viability.

Enhance Smith Brother’s park
property to host future ADA
kayak launch

Continue to maintain Donahey
Woods nature preserve in
partnership with Pictured Rocks
and North Country Trail staff.

FrRONT PoRrcH + BAYSHORE PARK

Bayshore Park: Create a more
unified park space on the bay for
informal gatherings, picnicking, ADA
access, community events (tree
lighting, farmers market), views of
the bay, swimming beach access,
parking/traffic management,
stormwater management, and
facilities maintenance

Improve accessibility and
infrastructure and streamline
maintenance at:

. Agate Beach/Front Porch

. Bayshore Park

. Community Greenspace

. Grand Marais + Lake
Avenues

Update existing parking lot at Agate
Beach to provide more efficient and
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CoMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
Develop a plan for siting small
parking areas for tourists,
distributed around town

to minimize the impact on
residential areas and enhance
convenience for tourist parking
in proximity to businesses and
attractions

Install public restroom facilities
located at parking areas.

Promote smart stormwater
upgrades for existing and new
paved areas

Add ADA-accessible sidewalks to
link destinations around town for
residents and visitors

Expand striped walk/bike lanes
on roadways to promote non-
motorized travel in town, reduce
demand for car parking, and
enhance walking opportunities
for residents

TRrAFFIC + LIGHTING

Examine traffic patterns in Burt
Township considering multiple user
groups including: logging trucks,
tourist and local traffic, small
motorized vehicles, pedestrians
and ADA-accessibility, and
resident-identified scenic road
corridors. Of specific interest

is Lake Avenue with its use as a
commercial corridor with on-street
parking, and its designation as a
state highway (M-77) and county
road (H-58)

¢ Address safety and line of sight

issues.in village

Develop ‘complete street’ approach
fortownship roadways to allow for
safe and enjoyable use of roadways
by walkers as well as vehicles,

and make use of road corridors

to support businesses and local
economy, enhance natural habitat,
and maintain scenic quaint
character and lifestyle of Grand
Marais

Update street lighting to improve
efficiency/safety and preserve
night sky views. Consider becoming
a ‘Dark Skies’ community

CoNNECTOR TRAIL

As identified in the 1993 and
2013 master plans, explore the
feasibility of developing a Multi-
use trail (walk, bike, eross country
ski) = linking School Forest to
Grand Marais to Pictured Rocks,
with possible future connection
east to Muskallonge Lake State ¢
Park and future connection west

to Munising and the Iron Ore
Heritage Trail.

A multi-use trail'connection route
and associated easements may
be developed in association with
utility infrastructure upgrades
(sewer system, for example).

Potential partners may include
National Park Service, North
Country Trail, Burt Township
School District, Alger County, Burt
Township, Michigan Department
of Transportation, City of Munising,
Iron Ore Heritage Trail, Alger
County Road Commission, and
Alger Delta Electric Cooperative

FuTture LAND Use PLANNING

# Develop community resiliency plans

for flooding and storm events by
protecting wetlands and stream
corridors and updating storm
sewers and paved areas with smart
stormwater practices

Evaluate township wildfire response
and community emergency
preparedness

Consider protecting habitat
corridors to link to adjacent
parklands to support healthy deer,
bird, and other wildlife populations

Plan to preserve the quietness the
community enjoys and the views of
the night skies that residents and
visitors value
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POTENTIAL
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MosiLiTy DEsiGN CommuniTY WIDE INITIATIVES

+ Create consistent welcoming and .
directional signage and amenities

+ Improve safety for pedestrians.and
bicyclists as density increases.

+ Embrace all season’s charm. Consider c
methods of getting around Grand Marais
other than in vehicles, side by sides
and snowmobiles. Shovel community
sidewalks and crossing points. Clear .
a winter pedestrian path, groom it for
cross-country skiing, or freeze for a skate
trail through the community

+ Add stop signs where needed to ensure .
safe crossing for pedestrians and signage
noting locations of various destinations
within the community

Create connections between the .
community. of Grand Marais, the school
forest, and Sable Lake for all modes of
mobility.

Pursue grant funding to create a multi-
modal trail along H58 connecting the
community of Grand Marais to these
destinations just outside of town.

Soften Grand Marais’ downtown
streetscape by adding planting and clear -
pedestrian crossing points at intersections.
Frame views of the bay.

Define appropriate locations for parking - Work with local community and regional

and food trucks that avoid blocking the Chamber of Commerce organizations

view of the bay. 60

Explore what it takes to become a
redevelopment ready community and
decide if its right for the township.

This includes generating an economic
development strategy; determining if the
environment is hospitable for economic
development, defining a marketing
strategy and identifying a community
member to lead this initiative.

Generate a 6yr Capital Improvements Plan
including: Project description, timeline, and
cost estimates



POTENTIAL SIGNAGE
AND WELCOMING
FEATURES TO
INCORPORATE WITHIN
GRAND MaRrAIS

“NEED
i GHT BY
Community Survey Respon S
THERE ARE CHURCH AND
M-77”

TOO MANY
STREETLIGHTS -COMMUNITY MEMBER

Please provide your
perspective on stree
lighting within Grand
Marais.

ND MARAIS SHOULD

REATE A COMPREHENSIVE
LIGHTING PLAN TO REDUCE
LIGHT POLLUTION
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Quality of Life

ionate about the place they live.
ents, operate museums, and
ity and encouraging active
opefully new

Burt Township is composed of a tight knit community of indivi
With a rapidly aging demographic the need for new volunteers t
respond to emergencies has grown. By showcasing the deep roote
participation through art and community events, an even deeper
volunteers will join the ranks adding their own flair and carrying on Burt

HisToricAL SocieTy ART AND CoMMUNITY EVENTS
+  Continue to keep the Pickle Barrel and .

Lighthouse Keeper’s Museums open to
the public. Integrate ort efforts to develop a greater
Burt TowNsHIP ScHooL commu se of place within the community

+  Host workshops for all age groups
throughout the seasons allowing
students to work side by side with other
generations

Allow eager community groups/
members to organize programming and
events

+  Create an outdoor stude
a student concertint
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Community Resiliency Toolkit

KEEP PACE WITH A CHANGING WORLD AND ENGAGE !
CAREFULLY MONITORED COMMUNITY GROW™

As housing, the economy, quality of life, and the environment a
Burt Township Master Plan by creating a toolkit of strategies to
revisits the chapter themes and their respective goals, providing
and providing the community and avenue toward progress and a su

ENCOURAGE
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

PROMOTE POLICIES AND MEASURES THAT DEVELOP
MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPTIONS AND ENHANCE
THE ECONOMY WHILE BEING COGNIZANT OF THE
UNIQUE ATTRIBUTES OF THE COMMUNITY.

3kes sense to conclude the
ach of these. This toolkit
each overlapping topic

PRESERVE QUAINT

CHARACTER
ANY MOVES TO INTEGRATE ADDITIONAL SERVICES
OR DEVELOPMENT IN {E COMMUNIT
EMBRACE THE CHARACT THE REGION.

PROTECT A N
NATURAL SPACES Lammm

PREVENT DEGRAD N OF NATURAL RE
CAUSED BY OVERI \ND MISUSE.

ENHANCE

LivABILITY v v
ATTRACT WORKING AGED AND
FAMILIES WHILE ACCOMMODATING

NEEDS AND DESIRES OF THE EXISTING
POPULATION.



People + Community Goals

AcTION:

Create jobs with livable wages
Limit short term rentals to allow for more long
Determine infrastructure ne

working opportunities
Secure funding to provide
working option

residential

Limit height of buildings
Maximize township o
increase public acce
The township shall p
destination that offer
want to experience the
available.

Recognize residents for thei 5S ote personal
time to accomplish community €
greater sense of pride from within
Continue to support the Burt Township School District

void obst
d property alo

Natural Environmen

ory key sensitive natural areas within the township
omote low impact development strategies to preserve views
of the bay, water quality, and natural resources
Partner with NPS and the DNR whenever possible
Work with the Alger County Road Commission to discuss
regulatory authority over ORV’s on county roads
Adopt policies that promote walkability within Grand Marais
Schedule regular meetings with the National Parks Service to
discuss opportunity for collaboration, goals, and issues
Develop bike and cross country ski trails along major roads
Acquire property around the bay to expand public access
Support recycling programs and provide educational resources
on strategies/benefits of home composting
Enliven bay front area with community events/gathering space
Expand marina area to include finger docks and possibly host
daily tour boat outfit 65



Economic Development Goals

AcTION:

Work with local businesses to develop strategies that sup
local commerce through tourism and support resident’s
quality of life.
Develop consistent community branding and si
promote Burt Township that reflects communi
Explore potential enviro
could provide good paying
Support business start-ups
pop-ups and hosting business
Partner with local community
artists to personalize and
within the community.
installations, tours, ra
Collaborate with NP
entrance of Pictured F
Provide land south on
Enhance infrastructure a
encourage business growtr
Continue to preserve the chara
downtown encouraging local busine
sites and enliven the community’s core.

occupy vacant

Housing Goals

ermine level of senior interest in senior housing
plex and create a higher-density amenity-rich
evelopment for these residents if desired

Preserve views of the bay and the lake through zoning
Limit short term rental properties to provide potential
opportunity for long term rental units

Consider a small apartment complex to assist with
housing for employees in service industries

Provide educational resources and incentives for
completing energy efficient home renovation projects
(such as residential solar installations, heat pumps,
blower door tests, insulation and air sealing, high
efficiency appliances and electric vehicle charging)
Allow for the permitting and construction of accessory
dwelling units and smaller minimum square footage
of homes within residential zoned properties to
increase housing density without dramatically altering

community character
66



Infrastructure + Community Facility Goals

“USsE BIG NEW
BUILDING AS A
WELCOME CENTER/
BATHROOMS; GREAT
JOB FOR A SEASONAL
PARK PERSON IN

AcTION: WINTER”

JOMMUNITY MEMBE!

Integrate stormwater management strategies
into streetscape design.

Provide transportation opportunities for residents to
meet non-emergency medical needs.
Complete ADA assessment of township prop
and the Grand Marais Mainstreet; imple
upgrades
Encourage participatio
response groups; reward
Embrace ‘Complete Streets’
expansion of walking/biking
infrastructure in conjunc
improvements.
Focus on promoting
carbon based fuel s
Work closely with th
reliable access to ene
incentives for utilizing

ce. Consider utilizing form

to provide a means for predictable design

wing higher density housing and mixed

¢ within the Grand Marais. Also consider

new district in Grand Marais or an overlay district

J necessary.

efine development and location of commerce within

ommunity of Grand Marais.

Preserve views of the bay and Lake Superior.

+ Identify accessible, convenient locations for senior or
apartment housing and areas of increased density.

+  Allow for a smaller minimum square footage, multi-
generational and multi-use housing developments, and
auxiliary dwelling units.

+  Encourage the use of low impact development strategies

+ Revisit assigned setbacks and buffers from water bodies; to
ensure they are adequate with more frequent and intense
storm events as well as greater fluctuations in water levels.

energy sources. +  Keep trailers/mobile homes off waterfront lots
Monitor and preserve water g within the +  Limit building heights near waterfront
bay. + Limit industrial development to areas south of Grand Marais

Prioritize the completion of a Grand Marais sewer system
design and submit to available funding opportunities.

along M-77

Future Land Use+Z0o
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