               
    Regular Meeting of the Burt Township Board



                   Tuesday, July 9, 2019– 7:00 PM – Community Center            DRAFT










Attendance:  Sheri Shafer, Tara Dongvillo, Deb Lundquist, Lou Lundquist, Lori McShane 
Agenda:  Motion by McShane, second by Dongvillo, to approve agenda with the following additions under unfinished business:  Priest, Land Division - 5 ayes.
Public Comments: Sandy Neely commented on the traffic and bike riders/walkers in the street and the need for signage or some sort of regulations.  Lee Durrwachter commented on the Verizon bill and the lack of coverage in our area and the need for a repeater.  Hank Leach agreed and suggested the township write a letter.
Correspondence:  Letter from Brad and Christine Nelson regarding the possibility of the Sportsman’s club leasing the land on the corner of Harju and M-77.   They are very concerned.  Email from Delphine Wilson complaining about the township boards lack of action regarding the short term rentals in town.  Nine articles of correspondence requesting renaming/dedication of the newly remodeled township office building in honor of Sandee Sibbald.

Approve Minutes:  Motion by Dongvillo, second by D. Lundquist, to approve the minutes of the June 11th regular meeting, and the June 26th special meeting.  5 ayes
Department and Committee Reports:  Reports were available from the DPW/Water, Library, Park and assessor.   Fire and Ambulance reports will be forwarded to board members when they are available.  Motion by Shafer, second by McShane, to approve the plumbing fixture repairs at the park by Damon Plumbing at a cost of $1,200.00.  5 ayes.  
Appointments/Resignations:   Motion by Dongvillo, second by L. Lundquist, to approve the request from Dore Stevens, Woodland Park Manager, to dismiss an employee effective immediately. 5 ayes.  

Supervisor Report:  The fourth of July celebration in town was awesome.  Kudos and thank you’s to the Park and DPW personnel for set-up, street closure, and clean up.  And special shout out to Steve Bell and his crew for a spectacular fireworks presentation.  
Treasurer’s reports and Approval of Bills:  Treasurer’s report – ($903,084.68) Motion by Dongvillo, second by L. Lundquist, to accept treasurer’s report and approve the bills for payment. ($62,052.63) 4 ayes. 
Unfinished Business:  

Marina Bathhouse and Fish Cleaning Station:    Construction is progressing well. Septic and drain field installation to begin August 5th.  Motion by McShane, second by Dongvillo, to approve pay request number two for $44,865.00 to Meridian for work completed to date.  5 ayes.  
Priest, Land Division Application:  Motion by McShane, second by Dongvillo, to reverse the township board decision from the June 26th special meeting and grant the appeal to the Priest family on the land division request.  2 ayes, 3 nays.  Motion denied.  Land split is not within the state required ratio of 4:1. 
New Business:
Steve Tinti, resolution 2019-07-01, township counsel:  Motion by McShane, second by Shafer, to adopt resolution 2017-07-02, appointing Steven J. Tinti, of Crystal Falls, MI, to be our township legal representative.   5 ayes. 
Scott Kenney, Auditor Presentation, recommended water rate increase:  The annual audit was completed and our auditor was present to make a slide show presentation regarding the financial condition of the township.  Overall the financial state and records were in good condition and the audit went very well.  There was one material weakness pointed out about the ambulance billing and corrective actions have been spelled out. There was also a significant deficiency noted regarding the Fire department and lack of billing for services.  Other matters mentioned the net loss and negative cash flow in the water fund and the need to increase the rates.  The rates have not been raised in five years since the metered billing was put in place and costs have increased. Complete copies of his report and presentation are available at the township office and on our website.  

BS&A cemetery application:  Motion by Dongvillo, second by Shafer, to approve the purchase of the software from BS&A to improve our cemetery management at a cost of $2.965.00.  5 ayes.
Other:    Motion by Dongvillo, second by Lou Lundquist, to accept the audit results as presented.  5 ayes.  
Public Comment:     Community members questioned whether the new LED streetlights were “night sky” friendly.   Suggested the township should inquire about this.  
Adjournment:  8:35 PM

Respectfully submitted July 12, 2019
Lori McShane, Clerk 
